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This is the March 2019, issue of The Yeoman, the official newsletter of the Kingdom of Atlantia. Atlantia is a branch of the Society for 
Creative Anachronism, Inc., and The Yeoman is published as a service to the SCA’s membership. Subscriptions are available only to 
members. This newsletter is available online at http://brighthills.atlantia.sca.org/home/talon for current Sustaining and International 
members. Memberships are available from the Member Services Office, SCA, Inc., P.O. Box 360789, Milpitas, CA 95036- 0789. All 
changes of address or questions about subscriptions should be sent to the Corporate Office. 

For information on reprinting articles from this publication, please contact the baronial chroniclers, Baronial Chroniclers, Lady 
Scholastica Joycors, totallystories@gmail.com who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the printed material. Please 
respect the legal rights of our contributors. Contributions are due by the 25th of each month.

The Story Behind the Cover Image

Credits 

  All pictures/clipart are royalty and copyright free, references are 
found at the end of articles, next to images and/or signed permissions 
on file. 

A Note from Your  
Chronicler

New month, new and exciting events in front of us and 
a new baron and baroness for Bright Hills. I foresee in 
the future many great things, especially in the Arts and 
Sciences. This month there is Kingdom Arts and Sciences 
displays and competitions with some of our very own 
displaying. At the end of the month we have Defending 
the Gate and then coronation in April. Springtime is 
bringing in the new.

I hope you find joy this month in whatever journey is 
ahead of you and that you will continue to encourage 
yourself and others to share their talents with the Barony 
and the Kingdom.

Yours in Story, Song and Service,
Lady Scholastica Joycors
Chronicler of Bright Hills

 This image is part of the 14th century Grandes 
Chroniques de France and depicts one of the many 
battles in the Song of Roland which involved 
Charlemange and his armies. Take note that in 
this image of the moors portrays them as  black.. 
According to Medievalist Michael O’Callaghan 
points out a preference for black guards in 
Muslim ruled Spain.  “A corps of professional 
soldiers paid regular wages proved to be a more 
valuable instrument of war,” O’Callaghan says 
of the Umayyad dynasty ruler Al-Hakam. “Al-
Hakam I was the first to recruit large numbers 
of mercenaries, including Berbers and Sudanese 
Negroes. Although many of the guardsmen 
were slaves and freedmen, they came to enjoy an 
exceptional political and military importance.”
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We would like to thank all of you who came to Bright Hills 25th Birthday Celebration (and our Investiture), 
we were overwhelmed and grateful for all of the people who helped with setup and cleanup, those 
who helped run troll, the cooks who provided a wondrous feast, and everyone who helped make it a 

Fabulous day of Celebration of our Fair Barony.  Vivat All of You Bright Hills!  Give yourselves a round of Vivats!  
A special Vivat goes to Mistress Chagan for autocratting, she gave this event her all and then some. 

We look forward to seeing all of you at upcoming events all over the kingdom.  In the upcoming month  we 
will be going to Kingdom Arts & Science Festival and Defending the Gate, and we will be at 4 Friday practices 
we will miss this Friday practice as we travel to Mebane NC for Kingdom A&S.  If there is anything we need 
to add to our calendar please let us know, and we could always use award recommendations for those people 
that you have seen doing good works in the Barony. You can send those to us by using the Baron@brighthills.
atlantia.sca.org, baroness@brighthills.atlantia.sca.org which were just fixed or at gabrellfairclaugh@yahoo.com 
and greerjonsdottir@hotmail.com. (If you submit a baronial award recommendation through the Kingdom 
website, will you please send one of us an email so we know to look for it?  Thank You!)  And always, please let 
us know if ever you find yourself in need, we will strive to help.

Yours in service,

Baron Gabrell   Baroness Greer

Unto the populace of Bright Hills do Baron Gabrell and Baroness Greer 
send good tidings, as we put forth our first missive! 
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Minutes of the Bright Hills Board Meeting
February 22, 2019 - 7:13 p.m.

Attendees: Casey Keener, Greer Griffin, Michael Olney, Rachael Knoblauch, Mylinda 
Butterworth, Claudia Bosworth, Robert and Barb Kriner, Karen and Wade Whitlock, Wanda 
Kinnie, Becky Ritterhouse, Jill Crowther-Peters, Graham Brighr, Hunter Fowler, and Randy 
Feltman.
Report from the Baronage Went to Ponte Alto's investiture. We want to personally thank 
all of the officers for staying on. We will be going to Kingdom A&S, Defending the Gate and 
Coronation in the near future. Please feel free to contact us, we are here to help.

Officer Reports:
Seneschal: Lady Freydis Sjona (Casey Keener)  — Church update as of the 13th there are 
changes coming. There will be no charge for inclement weather. For every Friday we use 
the space it will be $90. if we go ahead and sign a contract and tell them which Fridays we 
will need. There must be a contract from this point forward. They are agreeable to a 6 month 
agreement. We will have a phone number for key people to call and report any issues with 
the building for key people.   If anyone has any suggestions for other spaces now is the time 
to turn them in.  
On a different subject their Majesties have put out a letter that suggests that we may want to 
back out of our contract for the hotel we use for 12th night this year. If that would happen 
the king  has suggested that each barony donate $300 to help cover the cost (this is a worst 
case scenario).
Chronicler: Lady Scholastica Joycors (MyLinda Butterworth) — Yeoman out on time. Time 
to start looking for a deputy.
Exchequer: Lady Wanda Ostojowna (Wanda Kinnie)  —  We have money. We raised $235 
from the archery silent auctiona at Birthday.
Webminister: Lady Dagný austkona ( Rachael Knoblauch)  —  Google group for officers is 
now up and running. Hopefully by next month we will be able to transition the populace 
over. In need of photos for the website and a deputy.
Heralds Report: Master Richard Wyn (Richard Muti) — Finally, the Court report from out 
Baronial Birthday / Investiture!
On the morning of Saturday the 9 of February A. S. LIII was held the last court of Kollack and 
Rebecca von Zwekel, Baron and Baroness of Bright Hills.
Upon opening court Their Excellencies great the populous and Master Tristan Alexander was 
called before them. He was then handed two long overdue scrolls for his Fountain and for 
his Order of St Barbara. Master Tristan was also awarded the Baronial Award of Excellence.
Lady Scholastica Joycors and Lady Alexandra Wright were called before their Excellencies 
and awarded their Baronial Award of Excellence. Thus ended the Court of Kollack and 
Rebecca von Zwekel Baron and Baroness of Bright Hills.
In the Evening of Saturday the 9 of February A. S. LIII was the first court of Gabrell 
Fairclaugh and Greer Jonsdottir Baron and Baroness of Bright Hills. Upon opening court 
Their Excellencies welcomed the populous, then had the officers of our Barony to stand 
for recognition. They then called for their Champions to stand with them and welcomed 
Freydis Sjona to continue and A & S Champion, also Aine inghean Cathol as the new Brewing 
Champion and Caillech ingen Alaxandair as the new Baronial Bardic champion.
The Autocrat Chagan Khulan Baghsee was called into court to speak about the event. It was 
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wonderful and so many people! (282 were trolled in)
Their Excellencies Kollack and Rebecca von Zwekel were called into court to take care of 
prior business.
Zina Fira and Utred of Nottingham were called into court each receiving The Order of Tessa.
Then the Order of the Bow and Crescent was called into court and Master Seamus McRay 
was sent to bring Lord Robert Runewald for his Bow and Crescent. The Order along with 
Their Excellencies Kollack and Rebecca exited court. Master Seamus asked for time in court 
to call in Dagny austkona to award a Marksman Medalion to Eadgyth the Archer. Master 
Seamus McRay then gifted an arrow to Her Excellency Greer Josdottir.
Lucy of Bright Hills was called into court to receive the Silver Oak Leaf, and was asked to 
guard the Children’s Box. Their Excellencies called the children into court and sent them 
after the Children’s gift box.
Eadgyth the Archer had Business to Award the Spirit Cup to our Webminister, Dagny 
austkona.
Thus closed the Court of Their Excellencies Gabrell Fairclaugh and Greer Jonsdottir Baron 
and Baroness of Bright Hills
A&S Report:  Baroness Tatiana Ivanovna of Birchwood Keep (Claudia Bosworth)— Larry 
resigned as MoAS an the kingdom accepted it. Chagan has agreed to be Tatiana's new 
deputy. We had 3 active displays at birthday. The sekanjabin tavern/ scroll blanks/baronial 
brewer as well as the Bardic Bear Pit and a float competition. There were 3 classes that were 
offered that university credit was given for. There were some issues with the judging of the 
competitions but there will be classes offered in the future as to how to properly use the new 
forms and do better judging.
Chatelain Report: Baroness Barbara Giumaria diRoberto (Barbara Kriner) — Bright Hills 
continue to attract curious citizens.  At Baronial 25 Anniversary, we had 2 different families ask 
if they could check out the event. Lord Angelo introduced them to Lord Wrad, who escorted 
them about answering all questions.  I received a referral from Dame Emma, a young man 
in the Baltimore area is searching for us.   And we have a request for a school demo at, Oak 
Grove Classical Christian School, in Bel Air, MD for their community Renaissance themed 
spring fair on May 4th, from 11-3.  We are hoping you would be available to entertain, with 
demonstrations, re-enactments, or whatever you are willing and able to do.  
Knights Marshall: Lord Randver Askmadr (Randy Feltman)—  Nothing new. no new 
waivers.
Minister of the List: Lord Alexander Fowler (Hunter Fowler)—  At Baronial Birthday we 
had 11 rapier fights including the King Raggnar. One youth fighter renewed his paperwork 
but no youth figting. The archers and heavy fights stayed inside. No one was hurt but all 
were cold. Report has been mailed to KMOL..
Youth Minister:  —  Lady Katarzyna Witkowska (Katherine Hawkins)— Submitted her 
resignation at birthday due to poor health.  Activities for birthday were fun and happy,.We 
now need a new youth minister and deputy, if one is not found by Trial by Fire she will run 
a youth program since she already has everything.
Baronial Steward: Master Chirhart Blackstar (Truman Barnes) —  Nothing to report.

Guild Reports:
Armorers – No report.
Bardic Circle — No report.
Brewers –  No report
Cheese Mongers: Master Chirhart (Truman Barnes)—  No report.
Clothiers – No report.
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Cooks Guild: Baroness Jeanne Tenneur de Bec (Becky Ritterhouse)—   Greetings from Jeanne 
Tenneur de Bec, Mistress of the Bright Hills Cooks’ Guild. This was a busy month for the 
Cooks’ Guild.

On Sunday, February 3, we held the pre-cook for the Baronial Birthday event. We met at 
Mistress Wynne’s home and prepared 3 dishes. We made the Terrine of Meats (which always 
requires that the cognac be tested!), the pickled mushrooms, and the sugar plate cinnamon 
sticks. We also held our monthly meeting and discussed the final details for the feast. 

On February 9, we prepared and served a three-course feast (plus dessert) at the Bright Hills 
25th Baronial Birthday event. The headcount had been raised to 88 (up from the original 80). 
We have received positive feedback about the dishes we served, and (as usual) we brought 
the feast in on budget. 

Lord Raven was the head cook and ran the kitchen with able assistance from his deputies 
Lord Bruce and Mistress Cordelia. He has published his letter of thanks and acknowledgment, 
but I want to add my personal thoughts as well. Thanks to Lady Deirdre for securing the lamb 
at such a great price! Thanks to Lady Ai for managing the plating and dressing of the dishes, 
and to Baron Barre, as Master of the Hall, for assuring that the feast was served in a timely 
manner (and to his servers as well!). 

I also want to thank Mistress Wynne for leading the Guild for these past several years. 
She has managed our diverse group with humor and grace, maintaining our standing as a 
knowledgeable and talented team of cooks. I will do my best to keep us moving forward! 
The Guild’s next meeting will be held at the home of Mistress Brienna and Baron Gustav on 
Sunday, March 10.

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, please contact me directly. I can be 
reached by phone at 410-239-8794, or by e-mail at beckyritterhouse@yahoo.com.
Herb Group – Faolan Mac Raghnaill — No report.
PAEG : Lady Reyne — No report.
St. Matthias – No report.
Scriptorium:  Lady Alexandria Wright (Andrea Scott) —  No report. 

Old Business:
Coronets, thrones, and P.O. box are still on hold
Birthday Summary: 305 people in attendance. The event went fairly well - 2 vigils - contract 

and deposit taken care of for next year.
Harvest Wars:  Is looking for people to run competitions.  September 27-29.
Royal Archer: Updated spike - cooks guild will be doing the fundraiser lunch. Johanna will 

be running troll and reservations. The agreement is in process and they are working on social 
mediat posts. Site tokens are done.

Church contract: Discussion on whether we should stay or go based on costs. Suggested 
that we make a calendar about we are using and not using the space. A motion was put forth 
that we do a six month contract with the church for April through September. The vote was 
unanimous in the affirmative.
 

New Business:
No new business.

Next meeting:  March 15 , 2019   Adjourned at 8:14 p.m.
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Atlantian Calendar of Events
March 2019

2 Kingdom Arts and Science Festival (H) Atlantia Mebane, NC

9-17 Gulf Wars (H) Gleann Abhann

22-24 Hidden Mountain Baronial Birthday Hidden Mountain Bennettsville, SC

23 Defending the Gate XVIII (R) Sudentorre Spotsyvania, VA

29-31 Academy of St. Clare of Assisi: Keeping you in Stitches! Abhainn Ciach Ghlais Millmont, PA

30 Labors of Finn Tir-y-Don Newport News, VA

April 2019
5-7 Coronation of Christoph II and Adelhait II (R) Atlantia Ellerbe, NC

12-14 Tournament of Elchenburg Charlesbury Crossing Boonville, NC

12-14 Night in Navarre Lochmere Crownsville, MD

19-21 Day of Cahllenge Marinus Clarkesville, VA

19-21 UnBirthday Raven's Cove Richlands, NC

19-21 Feast of the Dragon Saint Georges Easley, SC

26-28 Mists of Atlantia: Gawain and the Green Knight Crois Brigte Bennettsville, SC

26-30 Revenge of the Stitch VI Spaggia Levantina Denton, MD

May 2019
3-5 Spring Crown Tournament (R) Lochmere Denton, MD

11 On Target Lochmere Annapolis, MD

17-19 Gathering of the Clans - Hawkwood Baronial Birthday XIV Hawkwood Waynesville, NC

24-27 Ruby Joust Caer Mear Courtland, VA

31-2 Highland River Melee Highland Foorde Hagerstown, MD

To the populace of our fair Barony of Bright Hills,
Greetings! We currently have several deputy officer positions available, providing an excellent opportunity for those 
interested to become more involved at the baronial level. Learn and help shape our wonderful Barony under the 
guidance of our current officers. The available positions, along with kingdom description of the offices, are listed 
below:

Deputy Seneschal: This person serves as the representative for the local group in the outside world. Acts as the chief 
administrative officer, similar to a group's president.
Deputy Web Minister: This person is responsible for creating and maintaining the group's digital presence on the Internet.
Deputy Chronicler: This person publishes the group's newsletter and keeps minutes of the business meetings.
Deputy MOAS: (minister of arts and sciences) This person coordinates and encourages the study and practice of the 
medieval arts and sciences. See this officer if you have any questions in these areas or want to learn more about one of the 
skills or crafts.
Youth Minister aqnd Deputy: This person is responsible for organizing children's activities. 

To apply, please contact Lady Freydis sjona (Bright Hills seneschal) at Frejya2004@gmail.com. 
To ask questions of the current officers, please find contact information for each officer here:  
http://brighthills.atlantia.sca.org/?page_id=13. 
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 UPCOMING  EVENTS  

Gulf Wars
March 9-17, 2019 • Lumberton, MS

Gulf Wars XXVIII! Gulf Wars is an annual war 
between the Kingdoms of Ansteorra and Trimaris, 
and hosted by Gleann Abhann and Meridies. It is also 
know as the war without enemies for the friendliness 
of all our attendees

website: http://www.gulfwars.org/

St. Paddy's Day Bloodbath
March 9, 2019 • Barony of Ponte Alto

Banners of the North! Weep! You shame your noble 
King with your winter's lethargy. While Atlantia's foes 
tilt at rings, you have wintered by your hearthsides 
growing soft on rude tales and mulled wine. Enough! 
Arise and shake off the rust of these past frigid 
months. Sound the battle horn and muster again. Let 
all the banners of the north fly and fan our hearts 
to acts worthy of song. The Barony of Ponte Alto is 
proud to present a day that will be sure to satisfy 
even the most bloodthirsty fighter. This is event is a 
fighter's dream, featuring our usual bearpit tourney 
and as many pickups as you can stomach.
Website: http://www.atlantia.sca.org/137-
events/167-event-flyer?event_id=3cd0cfc7

Hidden Mountain Baronial Birthday
March 22- 24, 2019 • Barony of Hidden Mountain

35 years ago, Eldon Ungol looked towards the sea 
and saw a glorious land inhabited by proud people who 
yearned for a unification to proclaim their allegiance to 
the Crown of Atlantia. Out of the sands, the Barony of 
Hidden Mountain was created.

Now Hidden Mountain invites you all to their 
Baronial Birthday for a weekend of celebration in 
honor of their 35th year. Since this is a celebration of 
circumstance, all pomp and heraldry are requested, 
and the best showing of such will be rewarded as 
Roibeard and Cecilia, Baron and Baroness of Hidden 
Mountain select their new champions.
Website: http://www.hiddenmountain.atlantia.sca.
org/hidden-mountains-baronial-birthday-2/

Defending the Gate XVIII
March 23, 2019 • Canton of Sudentorre

Come Defend the Gates of Sudentorre!
We Norsemen roam far and wide. Our vikings raid 

enemy towns, while our merchants raid their markets. 
Either way, they bring back wealth, exotic goods, and 
fantastic stories, to our villages. Join the Canton of 
Sudentorre in a celebration of the Norse and Viking 
culture. Artisans, come and show examples of your 
skills that will be celebrated for thousands of years. 
Warriors, come and show your prowess both against 
our legends, and our foes. Friends, join us for a day 
of merriment as you enjoy our hospitality with friends 
old and new.
Website: http://sudentorre.atlantia.sca.org

The Barony of Raven's Cove Unbirthday
March 29- 31, 2019 • Barony of Raven's Cove

Having successfully completed the siege of Acre in 
July 1191, Crusader forces began moving south. Led 
by King Richard the Lionhart of England, they sought 
to capture the port of Jaffa before turning inland to 
reclaim Jerusalem. 
website: 

Tir-Y-Don Baronial Birthday and 
Investiture: Labors of Finn

March 30, 2019 • Barony of Tir-y-Don

Join our new Baronage as we celebrate Their 
Investiture. Labors of Finn is a celebration of classical 
Greek myths from the perspective of the 14th century. 
Labors of Finn Laurelate Tournament- This team based 
challenge is an opportunity to showcase numerous 
areas of SCA play in which everyone is able to walk 
away with a prize. Arts & Sciences Activities: Labors of 
Finn competition- see website or contact the Autocrat 
for more information. Open display.
Website: http://tirydon.atlantia.sca.org/labors-of-
finn
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Lore from the Larder

Hais (Date and Nut Treats) 
by Mistress Leoba of Lecelade

Hais: Take excellent dried bread or biscuit (ka’k) and pound it well. Let there be a pound (ratl) or it and three 
quarters of a pound (ratl) of fresh or preserved dates – let their seeds have been removed – and three ounces 
(uqiya) of pounded almond and pistachio meats. Macerate everything well and strongly by hand. Then refine 
two ounces (uqiya) of sesame oil (by frying spices in them) and pour it on it. Knead it continuously until it 
is mixed. Make it into balls and dust them in finely pounded sugar. If you want, replace the sesame oil with 
clarified butter. This is good for travelers. Kitab al Tabikh 
Chapter X (The Book of Dishes, trans. Charles Perry and published as  A Baghdad Cookery Book).

In Middle Eastern cultures, sweet dishes are not served at the end of the meal – instead fresh fruit is eaten. 
Dishes such as these tend to be reserved for celebrations or social occasions, and are an important part of guest 
hospitality. However sweet dishes are not exclusively served only at special times – they can be eaten whenever 
desired (Salloum et all, 2013, 1).

Hais developed from a Bedouin dish (Salloum et all, 2013, 211), as suggested by the direction that it is good for 
travelers. No doubt the Bedouin version was much simpler than the Baghdad version.

Equivalents of weights and measures
Ratl 400g  Uqiya 33g (Perry, 2005, 22).
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Ingredients
For explanations of the ingredients, see the Notes below.

400g bread crumbs 65mL virgin sesame oil
300g pitted dates• 1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
50g almonds• 1/2 tsp ground ginger
50g pistachios• 20g caster sugar

Method
1. Put the pistachios in a bowl of boiling water for about 10 minutes, then rub off the skins. Allow to dry.
2. In a mortar and pestle or food processor, roughly grind the nuts. They don’t have to be finely or consistently 

ground.
3. Add the dates and bread crumbs to the mortar and pestle or food processor, and process until the mix 

has come together. If using the mortar and pestle, use the pestle until the dates are mashed, then use your 
hands.

4. Put the sesame oil and spices in a frypan, and fry over a medium heat until you can smell the spices.
5. Pour the spiced oil over the date, bread crumb and nut mix, and continue to process until the mixture binds 

well.
6. Roll the mix into balls, then roll these balls into the caster sugar until they are well coated.
7. The Hais will keep very well in an airtight container in a cool place. However they are unlikely to remain 

uneaten for long.

Notes
It is far better to make your own breadcrumbs rather than use bought ones – the texture of freshly made 

crumbs is superior. You can either use a fine grater or a food processor to produce breadcrumbs.
If you are used to Asian cooking you’ll assume sesame oil should only be used sparingly, as the type of sesame 

oil used in Asian cooking can be overpowering if used heavily. However, this type of sesame oil is produced 
from toasted sesame seeds, which heavily concentrates the sesame flavour and aroma. If you are familiar with 
modern Indian or Middle Eastern cooking, you might have come across virgin or cold-pressed sesame oil, which 
is much paler and more subtly flavoured. This is the sort you need to use for baking.If are going to be cooking 
for anyone with a sesame allergy, almond oil, rice bran oil or canola oil make good substitutes (the last two don’t 
have any flavour).

Refining oil means to gently fry spices in it. As with medieval European recipes, specific spices are often not 
specified. The spices I have chosen are popular additions to Middle Eastern sweets.

Clarified butter is also known as ghee – butter with the milk solids removed. You can buy it in supermarkets 
or Indian or Middle Eastern grocers, or make your own. Heat butter over a gentle heat until it is completely 
melted and bubbling. You will see a white scum on the surface. These are the milk solids. Strain the melted butter 
through a strainer lined with a double layer of muslin and you will be left with lovely clear clarified butter. 
Because the solids are the bit that makes butter go rancid, clarified butter does not need to be stored in the fridge. 
Some lactose intolerant people are fine with clarified butter, as most of the lactose is removed with the solids. 
This is also great for people with sesame allergies.

Further Reading
Perry, Charles (2005). A Baghdad Cookery Book.
Salloum, Habeeb; Salloum, Muna and Salloum Elias, Leila (2013). Sweet Delights from a Thousand and One Nights.
------
Copyright 2017 by Christine Lawrie. <clawrie1 at bigpond.net.au>. Permission is granted for republication in 
SCA-related publications.
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Twelve Peers of Charlemagne
Truth or Fiction?

The Twelve Peers were Charlemagne's elite paladins or knights - the corps d'elite. The Twelve Peers were sort 
of like Arthur's Knights of the Round Table. According to all tales, Roland was the leader of the Twelve Peers. 
Roland was Charlemagne's best paladin, as well as the king's nephew.

Each paladin was considered a formidable warrior and each peer had a companion to fight alongside him. 
Roland had Oliver as his companion, so in the time of battle they fought as a pair. Not so much to defend each 
others back, but to kill as many of their enemies, matching the prowess of their companion. For a knight or 
paladin, courage and glory are paramount to them. The Twelve Peers commanded Charlemagne's first division 
in his army, which numbered twenty-thousand strong. They were the crack troop and advance-guard, meant to 
spearhead in any attack of a battle. 

Historians say that the actual Charlemagne did have advisors surrounding him, but the Peers as a group 
come out of the chansons de geste songs starting in the late eleventh century--the Song of Roland being the most 
popular. The story is set around a heavily fictionalized version of a battle that really did happen in 778, the Battle 
of Roncevaux Pass. Unfortunately, that tells us a lot more about what 11th-13th century authors saw as good 
qualities in a soldier and knight, than what Charlemagne saw as good qualities.

There are couple of names which show up in actual history and in the biography/legend --Life of Charlemagne 
by Einhard states that a "Hruodlandus", one of the lords or governors under Charlemagne, was killed in the Battle 
of Roncevaux Pass. Archbishop Turpin--sometimes one of the Peers, sometimes a non-Peer character depending 
on which chanson--probably takes his name from Tilpinus, Archbishop of Rheims at the time of the battle. But 
that's about it. Their personalities are the invention of the author. 

In the epic poem Chanson de Roland, through the ill-advice treachery of Roland's stepfather, Ganelon, the division 
of the Twelve Peers were to serve as the rearguard of Charlemagne's army at Rencesvals (modern Roncesvalles), 
where they were destroyed by numerically superior Saracen army.

Below are listed the Twelve Peers as they are found in the Chanson de Roland. Names in the list varied from epic 
to epic, for example, the Archbishop Turpin and Duke Naimes were listed as being members in the Pilgrimage 
of Charlemagne. A couple of epics named Ogier the Dane in the list.

ANSEIS.  A companion of Samson. In Chanson de Roland, he was called Anseis the fierce. Anseis killed Turgis of 
Turteluse. Anseis was killed by an African prince, Malquiant, son of King Malcuid. Malquiant drove his weapon 
through the hero's hauberk. It was Archbishop Turpin, who avenged his death.
BERENGER.  A companion of Oton. Berenger had despatched Astramariz, one of the Saracen Twelve Peers. 
Grandonie, a son of King Capuel of Cappadocia, had slew Berenger, as well as Gerin and Gerer. Roland avenged 
their death.
ENGELER. Engeler was a Gascon paladin from Bordeaux. In Chanson de Roland, he killed Escremiz of Valterne 
and Esperveres son of Burdel. A Saracen named Climborin from Saragossa had killed Engeler. Climborin drove 
his spear through his body. Oliver avenged him with his sword Halteclere.
GERARD OF ROUSSILLON. Also spelt Gerart or Girart. Gerard of Roussillon was perhaps the oldest member 
of the Twelve Peers, since he was always called Gerard of Roussillon, the Old. Gerard was the son of Doon de 
Mayence. Gerard of Roussillon was one of Marsile's victims. Marsile had also killed Yvoire and Yvon. Seeing 
them fallen, Roland angrily attacked Marsile; severing the Saracen's sword hand, before killing Jurfaleu the 
Blond, Marsile' only son.

There is a chanson, Girart de Roussillon, where Gerard played major role.
GERER. A Frankish count and a companion of Gerin. His horse is named Passecerf. Gerer had killed the emir.
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Gerer met his death at the hand of Grandonie, a son of King Capuel of Cappadocia. Grandonie had also slew 
Gerin and Berenger. Roland avenged their death.

Gerin.  A Frankish count and companion of Gerer. The name of his horse was Sorel, and he carried a red shield.
Gerin drove his spear into the body of Malprimis of Brigal.

Grandonie, a son of King Capuel of Cappadocia, was Gerin's slayer. Grandonie had also killed Gerin's 
companion, Gerer, as well as Berenger, another peer. Roland avenged Gerin's death, by killing Grandonie.

According to Geoffrey of Monmouth in Historia regum Britanniae (1137), and to Geoffrey's adaptors – Wace 
and Layamon – Gerin of Chartres was the leader of the Twelve Peers, who was present in King Arthur's plenary 
court at the City of Legion. He was the only paladin of the Twelve Peers to be mentioned. He commanded the 
second division in Arthur's army with Boso of Oxford, when Arthur confronted the Roman army of Lucius 
Hiberius.
OLIVER.  A Frankish count and a companion of Roland. Oliver was a son of Renier, Lord of the Vale of Runers, 
and brother of Aude. Halteclere was the name of his sword. In Chanson de Roland, he was contrast to the 
reckless boldness of Roland with his more prudent and wisdom.

Among the warriors, he had slain: Justin of Val Ferree. Oliver also avenged the death of Engeler, by killing 
Climborin. It was Marganice who delivered the fatal blow to Oliver, stabbing his lance from behind, at Oliver's 
back. But killed Marganice with Halteclere.
OTON.  A companion of Berenger. In the Chanson de Roland, Oton's most notable victim was the Saracen 
Estorgans. Though Oton was among those who died at Rencesvals, the chanson did not say how he die and who 
had kill him.
ROLAND.  The greatest hero in the Frankish legend. He was sort of like French Heracles, Achilles, Sigurd, Cu 
Chulainn or Lancelot, a hero of unsurpassed strength and courage. Roland was the main character of the epic, 
Chanson de Roland, which recounted the last stand of the Twelve Peers at Rencesvals.

Roland was a Frankish count and companion of Oliver. Roland was a hero of number of Old French epics, as 
well as the Italian tales, where he was known as Orlando. Veillantif was the name of his horse. Durendal was his 
sword and Olivant his horn. Even in the Arthurian legend, Roland's sword is mentioned, often in comparison of 
Arthur's sword, Excalibur.

According to the legend, Roland was a nephew of Charlemagne, through the king's sister. Neither his 
father or his mother's name were given in the Chanson de Roland. Historically, it doesn't say that Roland was 
Charlemagne's nephew. And even more importantly that chanson de geste left out the fact that Charlemagne's 
real sister never married or had a son; Charlemagne's sister became a nun.

In Chanson de Roland, Roland had described the sacred Christian relics that made up golden hilt of Durendal: 
a tooth of St Peter, blood of St Basil, and some hair from St Denis. Even a part of the Virgin Mary's rainment. 
Roland didn't want any Saracen wielding Durendal, because he was dying, so he tried unsuccessfully to break 
the blade. When this failed, he hid the sword and horn beneath him as he lay under a pine tree.

Roland was the one who rejected the idea of Charlemagne making peace with the Saracen king, Marsile, a 
peace which Ganelon favoured. Ganelon was Roland's stepfather, and there were love between the two men. 
When Roland proposed that his stepfather should be sent as embassy to Marsile, on Charlemagne's behalf, 
Ganelon conspired with the Saracens in Sargossa, to arrange for the ambush Roland's battalion at Rencesvals.

In the battle at Rencesvals, Roland distinguished himself by killing Marsile's nephew, Aelroth, and Marsile's 
son, Jurfaleu the Blond. Roland also severed Marsile's hand, which the Saracen king eventually died at Saragossa.

Only, Roland didn't die with a single wound. When Roland blew his horn (Oliphant) three times, it caused 
ruptured at his temple and bleeding at the mouth and nose; the loss of blood and his grief that he was the last of 
his twelve companions to survive, had caused his death.
Roland was known in Italy as Orlando, where he was the hero of two popular Italian titles – Orlando innamorato 
by Matteo Maria Boiardo (1483), and Orlando furioso by Ludovico Ariosto (1516). Orlando furioso was actually 
a continuation of Boiardo's work.



The Yeoman, •• March 2019 13 Volume 33:  Issue 3

The Chanson de Roland, only states that Roland was a Frankish count, not a marquis from Brittany, who was 
killed at Rencesvals. Einhard only mention his name once in Charlemagne's biography, Life of Charlemagne, killed 
with others, particularly that of Eggihard, the King's steward, and Anselm, Count Palatine; there was no mention 
of the Twelve Peers, and no mention of Roland's heroic deed. Obviously, over time, the event of Rencesvals 
became legend, and Roland's role in this ill-fated event grew in heroic stature.
SAMSON.  A Frankish duke and a companion of Anseis. At Rencesvals, Samson killed the almaçor, in the 
opening part of the battle.

Samson was the second of the Twelve Peers to fall. Valdabrun drove his lance through Samson, but Roland 
killed the Saracen in return; Roland drove his sword Durendal, which split Valdabrun down the middle. This 
mighty blow also killed Valdabrun's horse, Gramimund.
YVOIRE.  A companion of Yvon. Yvoire was one of Marsile's victims. Marsile had also killed Gerard of Roussillon 
and Yvoire's companion, Yvon.  Other than this, not much is known about Yvoire.
YVON:  A companion of Yvoire. Yvon was one of Marsile's victims. Marsile had also killed Gerard of Roussillon 
and Yvon's companion, Yvoire. Other than this, not much is known about Yvon.

While this ideal of chivalry in battle is uplifting and courageous in the end these paladins were a literary 
invention based on the ideals of chivalry and were the French counterpoint of Arthur and the Round table. They 
thus, become legend because someone created an epic poem which was passed on by oral tradition about a very 
famous battle and eventually written down. Which makes it so much more difficult for historians sometimes to 
weed out the legend from the facts.

Bibliography:
http://www.timelessmyths.com/arthurian/peers.html
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskHistorians/comments/3mcsup/who_were_the_paladins_of_charlemagne/
https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/basis/einhard.asp

15th-century anonymous 
painting of the Battle of 
Roncevaux Pass
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The Bard's Corner
Where story, poem and song gather together for the sharing

The Song of Roland (French: La Chanson de Roland) is an epic poem (Chanson de geste) 
based on the Battle of Roncevaux Pass in 778, during the reign of Charlemagne. It is 
the oldest surviving major work of French literature and exists in various manuscript 
versions, which testify to its enormous and enduring popularity in the 12th to 14th 
centuries. The author of the chanson de Roland was possibly Turoldus, whose name was 

included at the very end of the epic. Whether he was the original composer of the epic or that he was the 
compiler of Digby manuscript, or a fictional author, is uncertain.

The following song was written by Mistress Rosalind Jehanne and tells a condensed version of the original  
based on the original epic poem of 4,000 lines of poetry. You can listen to Mistress Rosalinds song here:   
https://youtu.be/j8F6QZyCz6g

The Song of Roland
Words and Music by Mistress Rosalind Jehanne 

The fairest flower of chivalry to bloom in all the land,
The noblest of all the knights of Charlemagne.

Was Roland, Roland, King Charles sister’s son,
Renowned through all the Frankish lands for battles you have won.

In Council hear you Ganelon make plea to go to war,
To aid the rebel Saracens, against their rightful lords

Roland, Roland, you call this plan ill made,
But nonetheless does Charlemagne agree to send them aid.

The Ganelon requests for you the post most perilous,
And willingly do you accept, as honor deems you must.

Roland, Roland, the rear guard you command,
With Oliver your loyal friend to stand at your right hand.

But at the Vale of Roncevaux your doom is now anigh,
The Saracens do hold the pass, and will not let you by.

Roland, Roland, you know now your betrayed,
But in your heart is courage, and your voice is not dismayed.

Face ye now grim battle, take your shields and raise them high,
With honor we have lived our lives with honor we shall die.

Roland, Roland, sound your mighty horn.
Try to call the men back that rode out just yestermorn.
The king has heard you call afar, but Ganelon says nay,

Tis only our young Roland, out hunting on this day.
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Roland, Roland, sound your horn again.
Meanwhile the battle rages in the valley and the glen.

Again the King has heard your call. Again the traitor lies,
And none shall come to aid you, since your peril he denies.

Roland, Roland, Sound your final blast,
As one by one your men at arms die fighting in the pass.

And last of all is Oliver by swordsmen overthrown,
And you of all the Frankish knights now stand alone.

Roland, Roland, oh black the day you died.
Your comrades slain around you and your sword there by your side.

They found you on a hilltop with your face turned to the foe,
And never has there been a day of such great woe.

Roland, Roland, your name will live in song,
Whenever brave men take up arms to right a grievous wrong.

The fairest flower of chivalry to bloom in all the land,
And the noblest of all the knights of Charlemagne.

permission granted © Jonna Davidson, all rights reserved

drawing from the Mary Evans Picture Library 
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Books of Knowledge 
The Song of Roland
translated by  Robert Harrison 

One of the crowning achievements of medieval literature, The Song of Roland 
tells the story of the battle of Roncesvals in 778 and enters into the very soul of 
a gallant, brutal, and tumultuous age.

At the center of this heroic epic is Roland, the supreme embodiment of 
the chivalric ideal who leads his men into combat and fights valiantly to the 
death. But Roland is just one of the superbly defined figures in the panoramic 
drama. The poem’s vivid portrayals of Ganelon’s treason, Roland’s last stand, 
Charlemagne’s campaign of vengeance, and the final act of retribution are 
justly famous. Equally fascinating is the sophisticated use of repetition and 
juxtaposition that gives this work its remarkable organic unity and time-defying 
dimension of vision. 

As Robert Harrison, the translator of this acclaimed edition, explains, “The 
carefully balanced structure of The Song of Roland is designed like a folding 
mirror to reflect the battle between Good and Evil at all levels of meaning.” 
Quite possibly the oldest and surely the greatest chanson de geste, The Song 
of Roland is a sophisticated and enduring work that remains a masterpiece to 
this day.

Signet; Reprint edition
ISBN: 978-0451531933

The Canterbury Tales
By Geoffrey Chaucer - transladed by Nevill Coghill

Nevill Coghill’s masterly and vivid modern English verse translation with all 
the vigor and poetry of Chaucer’s fourteenth-century Middle English

In The Canterbury Tales Chaucer created one of the great touchstones of 
English literature, a masterly collection of chivalric romances, moral allegories 
and low farce. A story-telling competition between a group of pilgrims from 
all walks of life is the occasion for a series of tales that range from the Knight’s 
account of courtly love and the ebullient Wife of Bath’s Arthurian legend, to the 
ribald anecdotes of the Miller and the Cook. Rich and diverse, The Canterbury 
Tales offer us an unrivalled glimpse into the life and mind of medieval England.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of 
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, 
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout 
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide 
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished 
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-
winning translators.

Penguin Classics, 
ISBN: 978-0140424386
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Barony of the Bright Hills 
Practices and Meetings Site Directions

Heavy & Light Weapons Fighter Practices and  
A&S classes are held most Friday nights from 

7:30 PM-10 PM
Business Meetings are held from 7 PM-8 PM the last 
Friday of the month (Please See Calendar) 
Location: Christ the King Episcopal Church, 1930 
Brookdale Rd., Baltimore, MD 21244
Although we use these facilities, the SCA is not endorsed by 
the Church.
Directions: Exit the Baltimore Beltway (I-695) at Exit 17 
(Security Blvd Exit). Take the exit west toward Rolling 
Road, not the exit east toward Woodlawn. Travel west 
along Security Boulevard about one-half mile, through 
traffic-lights at Belmont Avenue, Lord Baltimore Drive, 
and Rolling Road. Continue west for another block, 
until you reach Brookdale Road. The Episcopal Church 
of Christ the King is on your left. Make a left turn onto 
Brookdale, and then turn right into the Church parking 
lot.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
If Baltimore County Schools announce they are closed 
or closing early, there will be no practice that night. You 
can usually hear the school closing lists on virtually any 
local radio station broadcast throughout the morning.

Sunday Afternoon Archery Practice

Every Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm (See Calendar)
Location: Baltimore Bowmen Site
Go to www.baltimorebowmen.com for directions. If 
the gate is closed, check to make sure it is not locked. 
If it is not locked, open it and drive down the hill to 
the butts. If the gate is locked, park your car and walk 
down the hill to the butts. NOTE: PRACTICE WILL 
NOT BE HELD WHEN THERE ARE WEEKEND-
LONG EVENTS AND WHEN THERE ARE EVENTS 
AT THE BOWMEN SITE.

Guild Gatherings
Bardic Circle/PAEG 
(Sundays 4-8pm; Contact Lady Reyne Telarius home, 
472 Winterberry Dr, Edgewood, MD  check for exact 
dates or check calendar)

Woodworkers’ Guild (Check Calendar)
Lord Luke of Bright Hills’ house. 1020 Register Avenue, 
Towson, MD 21239, (410) 377-6828. 
Directions: Take Baltimore Beltway 695 toward 
Towson. We live near the northern apex of the beltway. 
Take exit 29 from 695. Take Lock Raven Blvd. south, 
past Taylor Ave. intersection, go through two lights 
after Taylor, look for quick right onto Regester Avenue 
just over peak of a hill. (If you miss Regester Ave. 
don’t despair: at next light make a right onto Loch Hill 
Rd., then left at stop sign onto Regester Ave. If you’ve 
gone too far on Loch Raven, you will reach Northern 
Parkway – a huge intersection.) Our house is at 1020 
Regester – white house with porch on right with SCA-
type banner hanging from a signpost on front lawn 
- large driveway. Park on the south side of Regester 
Avenue if there is no room in driveway.

Brewer’s Guild
Lady Livia di Samuele, 7927 Mandan Road Apt 104 
Greenbelt, MD 20770; 301-807-5476 
Abramsonsm@yahoo.com
Contact with questions or to request special brewing 
days.

Clothier’s Guild
Lady Faye de Trees, 1402 Hillside Dr., Bel Air, MD 
21015; 352-281-8216, feataure@gmail.com.
The clothiers currently do one class per month on a 
specific project at Friday night fighter practice followed 
by a sewing session on Sunday afternoon to finish the 
projects. The location of the Sunday sessions varies. 
(Check calendar)
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Textile Arts Guild
Mistress Brienna Llewellyn Lindsey, 3009 Ebbtide Dr., 
Edgewood, MD 21040, 410.598.3422, ladybrienna@
gmail.com.
TAG meets the first Sunday of every month. Check 
calendar for location and times 

Armory
Master Heinrich, 3114 Littlestown Pike, Westminster, 
MD 21158; 443-789-8109, lands_heinie@yahoo.com 
Weekends by appointment. 

Electronic Connection
Bright Hills Website

The Baronial website, http://brighthills.atlantia.sca.org/ contains a listing of current officers, regularly scheduled meetings, events and 
other items of interest. If you have an item for the website, please send it to the Webminister,

Dagný austkona at rmknoblauch@gmail.com 

Bright Hills FaceBook Page
The new baronial Facebook page is located at https://www.facebook.com/groups/brighthills/.  Further information can be obtained 

from the administrators Lady Reyne Telarius at robynbecker@comcast.net,  and Dagný austkona at rmknoblauch@gmail.com 

The Yeoman On-Line
http://brighthills.atlantia.sca.org/yeoman/yeoman.html

Cook’s Guild
Baroness Wynne ferch Rhodri ap Hwyell,
 jay_wynne@hotmail.com
Meets second Sunday of the month. Check calendar for 
location and time. 

Gold Key
To Access Gold Key garb, 
Bright Hills Email List

To subscribe to the Bright Hills mailing list, please go to: http://
www.yahoogroups.com/subscribe/brighthills

Everyone is encouraged to contribute to  
The Yeoman!

Please, remember that all submissions for The Yeoman should be accompanied 
by an SCA release form. Below are the links to the necessary forms.

Society Chronicler forms: http://www.sca.org/docs/library.html#release forms
Release form for writing or artwork: http://www.sca.org/docs/pdf/ReleaseCreativeFillable.pdf
Release form for photographs: http://www.sca.org/docs/pdf/ReleasePhotographerFillable.pdf

Release form for models (the subject of your artwork or photograph): 
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Officers and Deputies of the Barony of Bright Hills
Please try not to call after 9 PM

Baron & Baroness
Baron Gabrell Faircalugh and Baroness Greer Jonsdottir

Michael Olney and Greer Griffin 
443-538-1258 or 410-746-6505

baron@brighthills.atlantia.sca.org or gabrellfairclaugh@yahoo.com
 baroness@brighthills.atlantia.sca.org or ladygriffinhowe@yahoo.com

Seneschal
Lady Freydis sjóna
Casey Keener
410-852-0621
frejya2004@gmail.com

Exchequer
Lady Wanda Ostojowna
Wanda Kinnie
443-398-5100,
wandaostojowna@yahoo.com

Webminister
Dagný austkona
Rachael Knoblauch
301-481-1949
rmknoblauch@gmail.com

Deputy Seneschal Deputy Exchequer
Lord Cairell mac Cormaic
Howard Carl Jacobson
443-416-8356,
cairellmaccormaic@yahoo.com

Deputy Webminister

vacant

Chronicler
Lady Scholastica Joycors
MyLinda Butterworth
443-817-2129
totallystories@gmail.com

Steward/Deputy Exchequer
Master Chirhart Blackstar
Truman Barnes
410-239-8794
chirhart_1@yahoo.com

Chatelaine
Maestra Barbara Giumaria diRoberto
Barbara Kriner
443-244-0432
bjokriner@yahoo.com

Deputy Chronicler

vacant

Baronial Clerk Signet 
Lady Alexandria Wright
Andrea Scott
410-952-4808
ladyalexandriawright@gmail.com

Deputy Chatelaine
Lord Wrad of Ce
Wade Whitlock
410-272-8407
wadewhitlock@hotmail.com

Herald
Master Richard Wyn
Richard Muti
443-615-1025
RickWyn@comcast.net

Youth Minister

vacant

Minister of Arts & Sciences
Baroness Tatiana Ivanovna of 
Birchwood Keep
Claudia Bosworth
410-437-7090
tatianabirchwoodkeep@gmail.com

Deputy Herald
Lady Deirdre O’Bardon
Debbie Eccles
410-356-0028
deirdre_obardon@yahoo.com

Deputy Youth Minister
Bridget of Bright Hills
Wilda Hawkins

Deputy 
Minister of Arts & 
Sciences
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Minister of Lists
Lord Alexander Fowler
Hunter Fowler
443-538-2220
hunterfsca@yahoo.com

Knights Marshall
Lord Randver Askmadr
Randy Feltman
410-877-1735
randver_askmadr@verizon.net

Archery Deputy Marshal

vacant

Deputy Minister of Lists
Lady Livia di Samuele
Sherrill M. Abramson
301-807-5476
Abramsonsm@yahoo.com

Deputy Heavy Marshal
Master Heinrich Kreiner
Robert Stephen Kriner
lands_heinie@yahoo.com
443-789-8109

Rapier Deputy Marshal
Lord Stephen Bridewell
Stephen Cavano
410.235.3590
stephenbridewell@yahoo.com

Thrown Weapons  
Deputy Marshal

Lady Beatrice Shirwod
Annelise Bauer
843-312-5971
spindlebird@gmail.com

Current Baronial Champions:
Archery: Master Janyn Fletcher of Lancastreschire
Arts and Sciences: Lady Freydis Sjona
Bardic: Lord Faolan Mac Raghnaill
Baronial Warlord: Lord Randvar Askmodr
Brewer: Lord Michel von Schonsey

Equestrian: Mor Inghean Ui Dochartaigh
Heavy Weapons: Lord Grimkel
Thrown Weapons:  Lord Trygvvi
Rapier: Lord Conrad Muni
Children’s Archery- Cedric and Moira


