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A Note from Your  
Chronicler

The Story Behind the Cover Image

We all love a good laugh and that was one of the many 
tasks of the fool or jester. Fools came in all shapes and 
sizes and it was one of the few jobs that was open to 
women.  Some were natural fools and some were learned 
ones who specialized in clever wordplay.  In fact some 
university professors took up part-time jobs as buffoons 
to supplement their meager teaching salaries, it was 
highly profitable. It was not unusual for lawyers to take 
up part-time foolery. 

I hope as you read through this edition of the Yeoman 
you may find that we all have a little bit of fool hidden 
inside.

Yours in Story, Song and Service,
Lady Scholastica Joycors
Chronicler of Bright Hills
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In a curious Netherlandish painting at Wellesley 
College a fool holds his hand over his face. he peers 
through his bony fingers at the viewer and laughs 
grotesquely. His costume is the familiar motley with a 
hood of ass’s ears tipped with bells and with a cock’s 
comb at the crest. The fool’s cudgel rests in the crook 
of his left arm and in his right hand he holds a pair 
of spectacles with heavy rims. This Fool  is far from 
handsome with his prominent, misshapen nose, and 
wrinkled eyes narrowed in mirth which he seems to 
enjoy at our expense. Through his wide-mouthed grin 
he displays a set of worn yellow teeth. filled with decay. 
It was interesting to note that the gesture of looking 
through ones fingers in the 16th century meant “to 
condone” or “tolerate” the evil doings of other or in 
modern terms to look the other way.

The painting, called the Laughing Fool was painted 
around 1500, and is believed to have been painted by 
Jacob Cornelisz van Oostsanen when he was 25 years 
old. Jacob was one of the first important artists working 
in Amersterdam, and one of the last to not show any 
Italian influence in his work expressions.  Interesting 
note at how many other painters duplicated this image. 

“All young persons would be the 
better for being made to wear the 

fool’s emblems for seven years,  
and if for one hour of that time 
such persons denied themselves to 
be fools they should be made to 
begin the period all over again.”

—Maximilian II, 
Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire in 

the sixteenth century.
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Good Morrow Citizens of Bright Hills!!

W e, Kollack and Rebecca do wish you all a most joyous and prosperous spring.  Nature played a 
wonderful folly upon us these last few weeks to keep us on our toes and our outerwear close at hand. 
Between the balmy days of our Baronial Birthday to the wonderful weather at Ymir, both of which 

are notoriously frigid, only to turn around and light white upon our spring flowers to make them drowsy, His 
Excellency and I did lament about not being able to attend St. Paddy’s Day Blood Bath only to have the day 
postponed for warmer weather due to the exceedingly brash temperatures. I would hate think that nature has 
chosen to humor our whims but it is hard to think otherwise.

The spring excitement appears to continue as we plan our schedule. 
The first weekend in April sees us greeting our new Majesties as they step up in Ellerbe, NC. As many of you 

are aware it will be a challenge between virtue and vice.  Will you be a minion of Virtue or cast your lot on the 
talents of Vice to get us through the day.

Two weeks from greeting their Majesties Cuan and Signy we ask you to again join us for some fun and frivolity 
nearer to home at Night on the Town-Night of the Tartan being held in Annapolis, hosted by our good cousins 
of Lochmere.

Two weeks yet again and it brings us to one of our baronial populace favorites: Revenge of the Stitch.  Are 
you brave enough to challenge the Stitch veterans and sew them into submission? Or maybe challenge yourself 
in some of the many other activities going on that day.  Maybe some armored combat or archery.  Or possibly 
bring us a song or a poem to share.  Plenty of fun for one and all and to take it totally over the top, our upcoming 
monarchs, Cuan and Signy will be there to also enjoy the day.  All this and local too, we need only to head across 
the bridge to Denton, MD

The surprises and excitement will not end there.  The first weekend in May will see his Excellency himself join 
the challengers at Crown Tourney in Clarksville, VA.  Come join us as we cheer on Sir Kollack as he takes to field 
in all the color and pageantry of an Atlantian Crown Tournament.

We look forward to seeing and speaking with you all as we are out and about this wonderful spring.  Safe 
travels to you all as you head to events, guilds, guild outings and spring parties. 

Yours in Service and Gratitude

Kollack and Rebecca von Zweckel
Baron and Baroness of Bright Hills
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Minutes of the Bright Hills Board Meeting
March 24, 2017 - 7:10 p.m.

Attendees: Erin Scimeca, Rebecca Kepple, Debbie Eccles, Hunter Fowler, Robert & Barb Kriner, 
Claudia Bosworth, MyLinda Butterworth, Victoria Wang, Larry Jones, Amy & Jay Nardone, Grah         
am and Michelle England.

Report from the Baronage
Thanks for all of the support during the knighting of the Baron. The next several months are 
going to be busy so extra help would be appreciated. We encourage everyone to support Spaggia 
at the upcoming Revenge of the Stitch event.

Officer Reports:
Seneschal: Lady Ailis inghean uì Bhriain —Looking for a warranted deputy .
Chronicler: Lady Scholastica Joycors — The Yeoman was posted on time. Need to contact 
Janyn about removing Sindara’s name from officers page. Also need to get update on Baronial 
champions for the newsletter.
Exchequer: Lady Clara — We currently have $8,206.14 in assets 0 liabilities and -$2,287 in funds 
forwarded to help with crown. We are still waiting for a check for money to pay for an event, we 
have received our profit check.
Webminister: Lord Janyn Fletcher of Lancastreschire— Nothing to report this month. When 
information is available for Harvest Wars and Trial by Fire please send it to Janyn so it can be 
posted on the web page.
Heralds Report: Lord Richard Wyn — nothing to report. 
A&S Report:  Lord Alexander de Burdegala — We have some guilds restarting which is nice. I 
am doing what I can to help foster growth and participation in our guilds
Chatelain Report: Lady Rebekkah Samuel — Newcomers: 1 newcomer who has recently moved 
here. His name is Matt Tanner, and he is interested in heavy weapons. 
Medieval Day Demo: 3 participants: Sir Kollack von Zweckel: armor; Baroness Johanna von 
Sudeborn: Gold Key and Dress-up Station; Eugene Taylor (modern name): armor, books. All 
interacted with the children like they’d been doing it for years!
Donations to Demo: Maestra Barbara: wool, sheepskin; Lady Livi: Sekanjubin Tavern;  Anne Marie 
Decker: medieval toys; Baroness Wynne: Baronial backdrop and banner, scrolls.
   I didn’t get the outpouring of thanks from the staff that I did last year, but that may be because 
it wasn’t a novel experience. I know they enjoyed and appreciated it. The principal suggested 
doing it every other year..
Minister of the Lists:  Lord Alexander Fowler— From Baronial Birthday we had 3 heavy fighters 
and 8, yes eight, youth fighters and 6 new youth marshals in training. Fun was had by all. Finally 
on March 12, 2017 my MOL warrant was renewed till September 6th 2017 even though I took the 
class on September 6 2016. So I am still working on the renewal problems since by MOL handbook 
the renewal should be for three years not six months. He is now official on the database.
Knights Marshall: Lord Randver Askmadr— Nothing to report.
Youth Minister: Lady Katarzyna Witkowska— Nothing to report.

Guild Reports:
Armorers – No report.
Brewers –  No report
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Cheese Mongers: Master Chirhart—  No report.
Clothiers – No report, current leader is moving out of the Barony.
Cooks Guild: Baroness Wynne ferch Rhodri—   The Bright Hills Cooks Guild met at the 
home of Lord Alexander this past Sunday, 12 March.  We had quite an assemblage of 
Gentles.

We first discussed Birthday feast which is reported to have gone well.  Apparently we 
are still getting positive comments about it.  Favorite dishes were sausages, Gustav’s bread, 
and of course, savory toasted cheese.  The Dutch carrots were not as popular, but a retry of 
the recipe may find a better way to make them.  All receipts for the event should already be 
in the hands of Chagan, the event autocrat.

We are gearing up now for Trial by Fire, September 8-10 which will be held in conjunction 
with the Lochmere Arrow tournament.  The site is our favorite…the Baltimore Bowman.

We discussed ways to publicize the event, which included articles to the Yeoman, Acorn, 
SCA Today and perhaps You Tube.  Leah, a new member, has just been employed as a 
web coordinator for a media company and has offered her help with possible broadcast 
advertisements.  Deirdre, autocrat for the event, has made herself available for legal 
counseling on media matters so we don’t run afoul of SCA rules.

Tents and pavilions are needed as most welcome.  We need volunteers for registration, 
set-up, clean-up, and judging.  My thanks to all who are willing to help with this event!

It was decided that the prohibition on past Grand Champions not competing in the event 
was dropped…and rightly so.  Grand Champions are still encouraged to mentor anyone 
who would like to compete.

Jeanne will find out if there will be a Baron’s Challenge this year.
Inventory will be held when the weather is more comfortable to members.  Perhaps May.
Looking forward to the end of the year there is still the Baronial Open House at Pennsic 

and Harvest Wars.  We have not heard from the autocrat of the latter as yet.
I am so happy to have had so many people at the meeting; thank-you for your input, 

suggestions and participation.  Our next meeting will be at the home of Brienna and Gustav 
on Sunday, April 9, 2017.
Herb Group – Faolan Mac Raghnaill has restarted the guild. There are several members 
now and interest has increased. Faolan is working on some local outings herb events. .
PAGE : Lady Yseulte — Faolan is hosting a Bardic Circle this month 3/26/17.
St. Matthias – no report.
Scriptorium:  Lady Aemilia Rosa — –  Handed out assignments.  The awards below were 
assigned, completed and awarded. 
Recipient / Award / Scribe 
Maestra Barbara Giomaria di Roberto / BoE / Daniela Schwartzhaupt 
Daniela Schwartzhaupt Countess Rowan Berran McDowell / BoE  / Freydis (Casey Keener)
Baron Barre FitzRobert of York / Order of the Bow and Crescent / Freydis (Casey Keener) 
Lady Reyne Telarius / Order of the Bow and Crescent / Andrea Scott
Lord Cairell mac Cormaic / Order of the Shield and Crescent / Andrea Scott
Lady Mor Inghean Ui Dochartaigh /Order of the Spur and Crescent/Scholastica Joycors.
Lord Richard Wyn  / Order of the Silver Scroll / Scholastica Joycors
Lady Livia di Samuele / Order of the Silver Scroll / Tatiana Ivanovna
Lord Grim Kell / Order of the Silberberg  / Daniela Schwartzhaupt
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Lord Randvér askmaðr / Order of the Augean Stables / Martelle von Charlottenburg
Lady Nem Inghean Dochartaigh / Order of the Augean Stables / Martelle von Charlottenburg
Baronial A&S Champion awarded to Freydis (Casey Keener)
TAG — Mistress Brienna Llewellyn — no report
Woodworkers –  no report.
Old Business:

Chagan reports that there were 140 people at Birthday. We had a half a bus-load of youth fighters 
and youth MITs show up.  The lunch by the Archers was great and made about $400. Birthday has 
already been spiked for next year for our regular weekend. The exchequer needs to make sure 
that the new people at troll meet with her prior to opening to make sure that they understand 
what they are supposed to do and do it right.

There is a new MOL database that supplies cards, all marshals should have a card like a fighter 
card.

Trial by Fire - the budget was revisited, a vote was put forth to accept the amended budget and 
it was approved. Deidre wants to ask Spaggia about doing a fundraiser lunch. She still needs a 
MIC, she already has someone to do Troll. Need to contact steward about what tents are needed.

Harvest Wars - Tatiana needs to get a deposit check for the site. Aethelmarc has been contacted 
about coming down for the punk’n chuk’n. Tatiana wants to stress preservation of food stuffs.   
Vote to accept amended budged  approved.

Coronet voting to be oopen after coronation and will close at 6:59 pm on April 21.

 New Business:
Question of why history of Bright Hills isn’t on website. Barbara wants to share what she has with 
Janyn.

Carrol County has a public access TV and we have been approached about putting our events on 
there. According to the kingdom they cannot be cheesy and must be approved. Video and photo 
releases are required.

Baroness Wynn was bored at work so she redid our ‘Welcome to the Current Middle Ages’ flyer.

Next meeting: April 21, 2017 – Scholastica cannot attend and Barbara agreed to take the minutes.

Our next meeting will be held on April 21, 2017 at 7 PM. 

Baronial Coronet Polling
By direction of our Seneschal, the new polling for the new Baronial Coronets is now active. 

It opened 3 April 2017 and will close at midnight on 21 Apr 2017. The link is here:https://
groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/brighthills/polls/poll/3830494?soc_src=mail&soc_
trk=ma , you should have also received a notice from Yahoo about the polling.

In service
Janyn
Principal, Order of the Golden Dolphin
Bright Hills Webminister
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 UPCOMING  EVENTS  

Night on the Town: Night of the Tartan
April 14- 16, 2017 • Barony of Lochmere

The Clan of Smeewick churns with excitement as 
they proudly anticipate the return of their favorite 
Scot, Bruce, the Bruce. The commotion boils, barely 
contained. Our clan folk eager to hear the details of 
how that cold February day in Dumfries unfolded.

They knew Bruce still had his good name! Poor 
cousin Bob, not so much. Being good Scots and to raise 
Bruce’s spirits; the clan and her nobles have planned a 
day of celebration! Come and enjoy a challenging series 
of our own personal version of Scottish Games and a 
sumptuous feast. Join us in the Barony of Lochmere 
inside the gates of Smeewick to greet our clansman, 
Bruce.

Martial Activities: We will be four events to celebrate 
these, our Lochmere games!

Arts & Sciences Activities: Lochmere Signature 
Drink competition Her Excellency Lochmere will be 
sponsoring a competition for the Baronial Cocktail. 
The winning beverage will then be featured at Pennsic 
and Battle on the Bay, and the winner will receive a 
prize (TBD).

Novice Competition in two parts. One competition 
for folks in the SCA less than one year open to any 
form of entry (Newcomer). The second would be for 
folks who have starts a new craft and have been doing 
it for less than a year (New to You). Show us what you 
have learned!

Last, but certainly not least, an open competition of 
any medium incorporating a celtic knot. This should 
allow for lots of creativity!

Children will participate in a kids caber toss, followed 
by an Easter Egg Hunt and crafts.

Website: https://www.facebook.com/
events/1825469581003758/?acontext=%7B%22ref%2

Revenge of the Stitch IV
April 28-30, 2017 • Shire of Spiaggia Levantina

A long time ago, in a shire far, far away, there was a 
mighty battle fought……... Blows were thrown, stiches 
were sewn, and songs were sung. Now, the battle 
returns!

What historical garb can the teams create in 24 
hours?   Who will prevail with sword and shield? What 
melodies and tales will win the judges’ favor?  Come 
find out at Revenge of the Stitch IV!

Martial Activities: Heavy Weapons— Yes! Archery 
– Yes! Please contact the Autocrat with any questions. 
Marshal in Charge is Philip Drzislav (tyakubek[AT]
gmail.com)

Arts & Sciences Activities:  GARB CONSTRUCTION:  
Teams of up to 6 will have from 5:00 pm Friday until 
5:00 pm Saturday to construct a complete outfit.

FIBER SOLAR: Time TBD Saturday……
BARDIC: Lord Richard Wyn and Lady Meleri Athro 

will run the bardic competition. Please prepare 2 
pieces, at least one should include ‘stitches. ‘ Period is 
better, and documentation is requested!

DISPLAY: There will be an area for static A&S display.
Website:  https://www.facebook.com/

groups/277076632453122/

Spring Crown Tournament
May 05- 07, 2017 • Barony of Marinus

Their Majesties Cuan and Signy need Heirs!! 
The Succession of the Kingdom must be ensured!!!
Come join us and bear witness to the selection of the 
Heirs!
Fighting, A&S, and a wonderful feast provided by Bar-
on Callixtus Gill!!
Website:  http://atspringcrown.yolasite.com/

WEBSITES OF INTEREST
 http://www.earlybritishkingdoms.com/index.html  While the whole website is fascinating the kids area and the 
activity sheets (they are not free) are great.
http://www.florilegium.org/  Stefan’s Florilegium is a collection of articles collected and written by people in the 
SCA which are especially for the SCA newcombers.
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Atlantian Calendar of Events
April 2017

31-2 The Temptation of Atlantia Coronation of Signy and Cuan (R,H) Atlantia Ellerbe, NC

Rose Carnivale CANCELLED

14-16   Night on the Town/Night on the Tartan (R)  Lochmere Annapolis, MD

14-16 Crusades:Portugal Saint Georges Easley, SC

MAAD 3 CANCELLED

22 Southern Atlantian Archery Day XI Crois Brigte Boonville, NC

22 Queen’s Rapier Champion Tournament (R) Isenfir Weyers Cave, VA

22-23 Kingdom War Practice Atlantia Carthage, NC

28-30 Coastal Raids II Raven’s Cove Richlands, NC

28-30 Revenge of the Stitch IV (R) Spiaggia Levantina Denton, MD

May 2017
5-7 Spring Crown Tournament Marinus Lanexa, VA

12-14 Return to Camelot-An Arthurian Deed (R) Raven’s Cove Apex, NC

13 Royal Archer Stierbach Midland, VA

19-21 Spring Fling for Siege III Border Vale Keep Augusta, GA

19-21 Hawkwood Baronial Birthday Hawkwood Arden, NC

20 On Target Lochmere Annapolis, MD

26-29 Ruby Joust VI and Investiture Caer Mear Amelia, VA

June 2017
3 Storvik Novice and Unbelt (R) Storvik College Park, MD

10 Atlantian Summer University Black Diamond Lynchburg, VA

15-18 Known World Dance and Music Symposium Storvik Timonium, MD

15-18 Old School War Practice Marinus Clarkesville, VA

16-18 Return to Crecy IV (R) Salesberie Glen Harmony, NC

17 Caer Mear Midsummer Faire Caer Mear

23-25 Blades & Bow Tre Brockore Abbey Spartanburg, SC

24 Barony of Stierback Baronial Birthday Stierbach Warrenton, VA

July 2017
7-9 Assessment Black Diamond Appomattox River, VA

28-13 Pennsic War (R) Aethelmearc

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!
The Yeoman is looking for articles, poetry, music, and recipes 

for the May Yeoman

Please send to totallystories@gmail.com by April 25, 2017
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Lore from the Larder
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Illusion Food or Is that REALLY Intestines?
by Baroness Wynn ferch Rhodri ap Hwyell

In honor of the approaching “Day of Fools” I thought an article on Illusion 
Foods would be apropos.
Illusion Foods were dishes prepared to fool the eye and palate.  They 

were not presented as were great solteties with much pomp and great theatrics; 
instead they could be simple or complex in the making but always provided 
good tasting dishes that truly were not what they at first seemed to be.

Haslet (mock entrails), Cockatrice, Pomme D’oree (golden apples) 
Appraylere…a small sample of illusion food were made to force the guest to 
expect one taste or sensation and get quite another.  The more unusual, authentic-
looking and unexpected the dish, the better the surprise and enjoyment by all. 

Why were the made, what reason does the cook have for making fish look like 
chicken or fruit like entrails?  

"The imitations of dishes and special presentations assume a deeper, almost 
philosophical meaning if we consider the theory of Levi-Strauss, according 
to which the preparation of food constitutes one of the major culture-creating 
achievements of humanity, the cooking of the raw an act of establishing culture. 
In these dishes man transcends nature either by transforming the foodstuffs (e.g. 
cooked peas turned into a hare-roast), or by preparing them in a nobler or more 
artistic form, as is the case with the special presentations. The chef thus becomes 
a creator, like the painter who adds symbolism to his depiction of nature, who 
transcends nature by capturing the meaning given to it by God through his creation 
of meaning." - Helmut Birkhan, Some Remarks on Medieval Cooking: The Ambras 
Recipe-Collection of Cod. Vind. 5486.

In other words, the cook was an artist, showing off both skill and imagination to 
diner and employer alike.

Religion may have also had a hand in the making of illusion food.  For periods 
where meat was disallowed, forming a beef dish out of fish was not unheard of.  
Eggs might be filled with almond milk, cheese or fish roe.

Whether these dishes were shows of artistry or power; if they were merely for 
fun, adding a bit of mischief to the meal or a show of possible cleverness and hint 
of transgression, pushing against the boundaries imposed by Church and State, 
Illusion Foods added a great deal of pleasure to eye and palate of a medieval diner.

Sausage Hedgehogs

Cockatrice

Leche Lumbarde (spiced ground pork) 
made to look like peas in a pod
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Below are a few recipes for illusion foods.  Try them out on the kids, the 
parents or a good friend who enjoys a laugh or two.  Whatever you do, have 
fun coming up with your own illusion.

Gode Cookery translation:
Fritter of carrots, of parsnips, & of apples. Take parsnips and carrots and 
apples, & parboil them. Make a batter of flour and eggs; cast there-to ale & 
yeast, saffron & salt. Wet them in the batter and fry them in oil or in grease; 
do there-to almond milk, & serve it forth.

Modern recipe:
• 2-3 apples, peeled, cored and cut into finger-sized pieces
• 1 parsnip, peeled and cut into finger-sized pieces
• 3 cups flour
• 4 eggs, beaten
• ¾ cup flat ale
• 1 tsp. yeast
• Pinch of saffron
• ½ tsp. salt
• Oil for deep-frying
• Honey
• Wooden skewers

Beat together the flour and eggs; mix in the ale, yeast, salt & saffron. Allow to rest at room temperature for several 
minutes. Place alternate pieces of apple & parsnip on the skewers, shish-kabob style. Dip the skewers in the 
batter then fry in hot oil until brown. Remove and drain. Place on a serving platter and drizzle honey over all. 
Serve.

Bibliography
Gode Cookery: Good Cookery presents: Illusion Foods  http://www.godecookery.com/illusion/illusion.html\

Chef Talk: Illusion Dishes- http://www.cheftalk.com/a/illusion-dishes

Wrapped and Stuffed Foods:  https://books.google.com/books?id=MD0QDgAAQBAJ&pg=PT291&lp-
g=PT291&dq=illusion+foods&source=bl&ots=DaWwLfEVyL&sig=B6_9gO2ES_EnUKx2sY9sZVBC-
8gE&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwifwqHbhvXSAhVBOCYKHXJUA4M4ChDoAQhPMAk#v=onepage&q=illu-
sion%20foods&f=false

Eyroun in Lentyn (imitation almond 
cream eggs in real egg shells)
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P Gorleston Psalter, England 14th century. 

Fooling Around the World: 
The History of the Jester

(taken from Chapter 1: Facets of  the Fool & Chapter 7: Stultorum Plena Sunt Omnia, 
in the book Fools Are Everywhere: The Court Jester Around the World by Beatrice K. Otto)

"Who Is Not a Fool?" ["Qui non stultus?"]
—Horace (65-8 B.C.), Satires, 2.3.158
    Then come jesters, musiciaquons and trained dwarfs,
    And singing girls from the land of Ti-ti,
    To delight the ear and eye
    And bring mirth to the mind.
    —Sima Xiangru (ca. 179-117 B.C.), Rhapsody on the Shanglin Park

The jester is an elusive character. The European words used to denote him can now seem as nebulous 
as they are numerous, reflecting the mercurial man behind them: fool, buffoon, clown, jongleur, jogleor, 
joculator, sot, stultor, scurra, fou, fol, truhan, mimus, histrio, morio. He can be any of these, while the German 

word Narr is not so much a stem as the sturdy trunk of a tree efflorescent with fool vocabulary. The jester's 
quicksilver qualities are equally difficult to pin down, but nevertheless not beyond definition.

The Chinese terms used for "jester" now seem vaguer than the European, most of them having a wider meaning 
of "actor" or "entertainer." In Chinese there is no direct translation of the English "jester," no single word that to 
the present-day Chinese conjures an image as vividly as "court jester," fou du roi, or Hofnarr would to a Westerner. 
In Chinese the jester element often has to be singled out according to context, although the key character you 
does seem to have referred specifically to jesters, originally meaning somebody who would use humor to mock 
and joke, who could speak without causing offense, and who also had the ability to sing or dance: "The you 
was also allowed a certain privilege, that is, his 'words were without offence' . . . but the you could not offer 
his remonstrances in earnest, he had to make use of jokes, songs and dance." The term is often combined with 
other characters giving differing shades to his jesterdom, an acting or a musical slant, for example: paiyou, 
youren, youling, changyou, lingren, linglun. All could include musical and other talents, chang suggesting music, 
ling, playing or fooling, and pai a humorous element to bring delight. Several of these terms are too frequently 
translated as "actor" regardless of where they appear on the etymological chain of evolution and even though 
they were used long before the advent of Chinese drama.

Perhaps the earliest antecedents of the European court jester were the comic actors of ancient Rome. Several 
Latin terms used in medieval references to jesters (including numerous church condemnations of them), such as 
scurrae, mimi, or histriones, originally referred either to amusing hangers-on or to the comic actors and entertainers 
of Rome. Just as there is now no clear distinction between the terms for "actor" and "jester" in Chinese, so the 
Latin terms could merge the two. If there was no formal professional jester in Rome, the comic actors fulfilled his 
functions, sometimes even bearing a striking physical resemblance to what is usually considered a medieval and 
Renaissance archetype. With periodic imperial purges against actors for their outspokenness, many of them took 
to the road and fanned out across the empire in search of new audiences and greater freedom. Successive waves 
of such wandering comics may well have laid the foundations for medieval and Renaissance jesterdom, possibly 
contributing to the rising tide of folly worship that swept across the Continent from the late Middle Ages.

An individual court jester in Europe could emerge from a wide range of backgrounds: an erudite but 
nonconformist university dropout, a monk thrown out of a priory for nun frolics, a jongleur with exceptional 
verbal or physical dexterity, or the apprentice of a village blacksmith whose fooling amused a passing nobleman. 
Just as a modern-day television stand-up comedian might begin his career on the pub and club circuit, so a would-
be jester could make it big time in court if he was lucky enough to be spotted. In addition, a poet, musician, or 
scholar could also become a court jester.
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The recruiting of jesters was tremendously informal and meritocratic, perhaps indicating greater mobility and 
fluidity in past society than is often supposed. A man with the right qualifications might be found anywhere: in 
Russia "they were generally selected from among the older and uglier of the serf-servants, and the older the fool 
or she-fool was, the droller they were supposed and expected to be. The fool had the right to sit at table with his 
master, and say whatever came into his head." Noblemen might keep an eye out for potential jesters, and a letter 
dated 26 January 1535/36 from Thomas Bedyll to Thomas Cromwell (ca. 1485-1540) recommends a possible 
replacement for the king's old jester:

    Ye know the Kinges grace hath one old fole: Sexten as good as myght be whiche because of aige is 
not like to cotinew. I haue spied one yong fole at Croland whiche in myne opinion shalbe muche mor 
pleasaunt than euer Sexten was . . . and he is not past xv yere old.

Fuller's History of the Worthies of England (1662) gives an account of the recruiting of Tarlton, jester to Elizabeth 
I (r. 1558-1603), that further illustrates this informality:

    Here he was in the field, keeping his Father's Swine, when a Servant of Robert Earl of Leicester . . . was 
so highly pleased with his happy unhappy answers, that he brought him to Court, where he became the 
most famous Jester to Queen Elizabeth.

A dwarf-jester called Nai Teh (Mr. Little) at the court of King Mongkut of Siam (r. 1851-68), described by Anna 
Leonowens in Anna and the King of Siam, was similarly recruited:

    He was discovered by one of the King's half-brothers on a hunting trip into the north and brought to 
Bangkok to be trained in athletic and gymnastic tricks. When he had learned these, he was presented to 
the king as a comedian and a buffoon.

A German, Paul Wüst, declined an offer of a post as jester with the sort of brazen dismissiveness that explains 
why he was asked. When Duke Eberhard the Bearded of Würtemburg (1445-96) invited him to be his jester he 
replied, "My father sired his own fool; if you want one too, then go and sire one for yourself" ("Mein Vater hat 
einen Narren für sich gezeugt, willst du aber einen Narren haben, so zeuge dir auch einen"). The same story is 
attributed to Will Somers, who uses the joke to mock Henry's predilection for chalking up wives:

    His Majesty after some discourse growing into some good liking of him, said; fellow, wilt thou be my 
fool? who answered him again, that he had rather be his own father's still, then the king asking him why? 
he told him again, that his father had got him a fool for himself, (having but one wife) and no body could 
justly claim him from him: now you have had so many wives, and still living in hope to have more, why, 
of some one of them, cannot you get a fool as he did? and so you shall be sure to have a fool of your own.

The post of court jester might also appeal to somebody in need of a safe haven. The thirteenth-century French 
tale of Robert le Diable has him fleeing a populace baying for blood and forcing his way past the footmen to gain 
access to the emperor, who duly takes him under his wing as a jester, saying that nobody should be allowed 
to beat him. Alfred de Musset's play Fantasio (1834) is about a dandy whose job as jester allows him to escape 
and evade creditors, and a Scottish miscellany tells us how one of the most roguish historical jesters found his 
vocation:

    Archie Armstrong . . . after having long distinguished himself as a most dexterous sheep-stealer, and 
when Eskdale at last became too hot for him, on account of his nefarious practices, he had the honour of 
being appointed jester to James I. of England, which office he held for several years.

Tarlton tended pigs, Archy stole sheep, and Claus Hinsse (d. 1599), jester to Duke Johann Friedrich of Pomerania 
(d. 1600), began his working life as a cowherd. Wamba, "son of Witless," the jester in Sir Walter Scott's Ivanhoe, 
was, like Tarlton, a swineherd, and Claus Narr (Fool), one of Germany's most famous and long-serving jesters, 
was tending geese when he was recruited. He was jester to four Saxon electors and one archbishop during the 
last quarter of the fifteenth century and first quarter of the sixteenth, and there are more than six hundred stories 
about him. One day when the first of his patrons, Elector Ernst (d. 1486), was traveling through Ranstadt with a 
lot of horses and wagons, Claus became curious about all the commotion and went to see what was happening. 
Worried that his geese would be stolen, he secured the goslings by putting their necks through his belt while he 
carried the older geese under his arms. When Ernst saw him he laughed at his simplicity and decided he was a 
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born jester. He asked Claus's father's permission to take him to court:
    "That would be great, Sir! I'd be relieved of a great encumbrance thereby; the youth is no good to me—
he makes nothing but trouble in my house and stirs up the whole village with his pranks." ["Sehr gern, 
Gnädiger Herr, ich würde dadurch eines grossen Verdrusses überhoben, denn der Junge ist mir nichts 
nütze, in meinem Hause macht er nichts als Unruh, und durch seine Possen wiegelt er dass ganze Dorf 
auf."]

Ernst then gave Claus's father twenty guilders as compensation for the strangled goslings and other gifts 
besides. The story is an insight into the charitable element often involved in the recruiting of "naturals." To a poor 
family, a natural might be a heavy burden, and it could clearly be a relief to have him taken in and looked after 
by a wealthy family. Generally speaking there is little to suggest that this was not done in a humane and kindly 
manner, although in England there was a law allowing the estates of a natural to be handed over to a person 
offering to care for him, which could lead to their being recruited under false pretenses.

A similar story is told of Jamie Fleeman (1713-78), the Scottish jester to the laird of Udny. He complemented 
his jesting duties with those of a cowherd and goose guardian, and when he one day grew irritated by the geese 
wandering willy-nilly, he twisted some straw rope around their necks and started walking home, unaware 
that they were being throttled one by one. By the time he realized it was too late, and since it was a rare breed 
of geese, he would have been in big trouble. So he dragged the corpses into the poultry yard and stuffed their 
throats with food. When asked whether the geese were safe and sound, he replied cheerfully, "Safe! they're 
gobble, gobble, gobblin' as if they had nae seen meat for a twalmonth! Safe! Ise warran' they're safe aneuch, if 
they hae nae choked themsells."

In India the same entrance requirements prevailed: make me laugh and you're in. Tenali Rama, one of the three 
superstar jesters of India, is said to have earned his position as jester by making King Krsnadevaraya laugh. 
According to one story, he contrived for the king's guru to carry him around on his shoulders within sight of 
the king. Outraged at the humiliation of his holy man, the king sent some guards out to beat the man riding on 
the guru's shoulders. Tenali Rama, smelling impending danger, jumped down and begged forgiveness of the 
guru, insisting that to make amends he should carry him on his own shoulders. The guru agreed, and when the 
guards arrived the guru was duly beaten. The king found the trick amusing enough to appoint Tenali Rama 
his jester. In China, despite the abundance of anecdotes about jesters once they enter royal service, there is very 
little background information available. Nevertheless the universal jester skills displayed by the Chinese jesters 
suggest that their appointment was as meritocratic as in Europe.

A description of Rabelais's Panurge encompasses many of the jester's characteristics: "Irreverent, libertine, self-
indulgent, witty, clever, roguish, he is the fool as court jester, the fool as companion, the fool as goad to the wise 
and challenge to the virtuous, the fool as critic of the world." He could be juggler, confidant, scapegoat, prophet, 
and counselor all in one. If we follow his family tree along its many branches we encounter musicians and actors, 
acrobats and poets, dwarfs, hunchbacks, tricksters, madmen, and mountebanks.

A Cavalcade of Cavorting Fools
Foolery, sir, does walk about the orb like the sun, it shines everywhere.  

              —William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night (3.1.39-40)

We have all seen how an appropriate and well-timed joke can sometimes influence even grim tyrants. ... 
The most violent tyrants put up with their clowns and fools, though these often made them the butt of 
open insults.    —Desiderius Erasmus, Praise of Folly

The court jester is a universal phenomenon. He crops up in every court worth its salt in medieval and 
Renaissance Europe, in China, India, Japan, Russia, America and Africa. A cavalcade of jesters tumble across 
centuries and continents, and one could circle the globe tracing their footsteps. But to China the laurels. China 
has undoubtedly the longest, richest, and most thoroughly documented history of court jesters. From Twisty 
Pole and Baldy Chunyu to Moving Bucket and Newly Polished Mirror, it boasts perhaps more of the brightest 
stars in the jester firmament than any other country, spanning a far wider segment of time. The jester's decline 
began with the rise of the stage actor as the Chinese theater became fully established during the Yuan dynasty. 
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In many respects actors seem to have taken up the jester's baton not only in entertaining their patrons, but also 
in offering criticism and advice no less clear for being couched in wit. Perhaps only in ancient Rome did jesters 
and actors overlap so much.

In comparison with those of China, the numerous jesters of Europe, although flourishing for some four hundred 
years, are something of a dazzling display of shooting stars. Perhaps because the European court jesters were so 
inextricably linked with the tradition of folly that straddled the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, their time was 
relatively short-lived, and they died out more or less as the fashion for folly faded. But for as long as they lasted, 
which was no mere blip, their influence permeated court life. It is a common belief that Europe was the center of 
the court jester's cosmos, providing the control against which other jesters, such as they are, may be measured. 
Yet in a sense Europe is the exception rather than the rule, precisely because the fortunes of the European court 
jesters rose and fell with the tsunami-scale wave of medieval and Renaissance fool mania that engulfed the 
Continent. The concept of folly with all its variegated hues permeated Europe at all levels for several centuries, 
and it is against this backdrop of colorful and often contradictory manifestations of "folly" that the European 
jester must be seen. There were certainly jesters before the tidal wave began to swell, but it is on its crest that we 
see them come surfing in.

Although the jester died out as a court institution (if not as a function), about the sixteenth or seventeenth 
century in China and the early eighteenth in Europe, there have been pockets of resistance to his demise. 
European homes less grand than those of kings and prelates harbored jesters for a century or two longer than 
the courts, a domestic jester being recorded at Hilton Castle in county Durham in the eighteenth century and 
a Scottish jester, Shemus Anderson (d. 1833), at Murthley Castle, Perthshire. The Queen Mother's family, the 
Bowes-Lyons, was "the last Scottish family to maintain a full-time jester." A history of the manor of Gawsworth 
describes a Samuel Johnson (1691-1773) as "one of the last of the paid English jesters. . . . In addition to his being 
employed as jester or mirth-maker by the manorial Lord of Gawsworth, he was a welcome addition at parties 
given by the neighbouring country families, when he had free license to bandy his witticisms, and to utter and 
enact anything likely to enliven the company, and to provoke mirth and laughter."

In Persia the autocratic Shah Naseredin (r. 1848-96) had all his courtiers quaking except the jester Karim Shir'ei, 
whose name means "opium addict" but also implies someone of lazy or sleepy demeanor. Karim Shir'ei would 
ridicule the whole court, including the shah. Once the shah asked whether there was a shortage of food, and the 
jester said "Yes, I see Your Majesty is eating only five times a day." One member of the shah's entourage had the 
title Saheb Ekhtiyar ("Authorized" [by the shah]). When they were out traveling Karim Shir'ei's donkey stopped 
at a gate, and the jokester found a pretext to mock the courtier by addressing the ass: "If you want to stop you are 
Saheb Ekhtiyar [authorized], and if you want to go ahead, you are also Saheb Ekhtiyar [authorized]." Like many 
famous jesters before him, his name is still used as a peg for jibes and jokes.

Perhaps the most recent examples of the court jester are among the ritual clowns of African and American 
tribes whose mocking, corrective, and unbridled topsy-turvy antics have been documented by twentieth-century 
anthropologists. These are not all strictly speaking court jesters, in that they do not usually serve one master, 
belonging more to the whole tribe or village. Also, their license is often limited to specific periods, although 
during such festivals or rituals their freedoms and duties accord with those of the permanently privileged jester. 
However, there are some tribes that have had permanently appointed jesters, such as the African Wolof jesters 
and the Sioux "contrary," or heyhoka, and "jesters . . . were also attached to many African monarchs. They were 
frequently dwarfs, and other oddities; and their duties included besides the playing of jokes, the singing of the 
praises of their rulers. . . . 'But it must not be thought that these bards were mere flatterers . . . they also had 
licence to make sharp criticisms.'"

The court jester is universal not merely in having been at home in such diverse cultures and eras, but also in 
taking his pick from the same ragbag of traits and talents no matter when or where he occurs. Above all he used 
humor, whether in the form of wit, puns, riddles, doggerel verse, songs, capering antics, or nonsensical babble, 
and jesters were usually also musical or poetic or acrobatic, and sometimes all three. Some physical difference 
from the norm was common whether it was in being a dwarf or hunchback or in having a gawky or gangly 
physique or a loose-limbed agility—his movements might be clumsy or nimble, but they should be somehow 
exaggerated or unusual. There is a Ming dynasty description of a jester that captures this, for besides always 
hitting the mark with his gilded tongue, he would "unleash his body and fling his limbs around, drumming his 
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feet and flapping his tongue; he was steeped in wisdom." "Capering" is the word that springs to mind, perhaps 
a physical reflection of his verbal agility:

    I have seen
    Him caper upright, like a wild morisco
    Shaking . . . his bells.

The Importance of Being Jest Earnest
But this Will Summers was of an easie nature, and tractable 
disposition, who . . . gained not only grace and favour 
from his Majesty, but a general love of the Nobility; for he 
was no carry-tale, nor whisperer, nor flattering insinuater, 
to breed discord and dissension, but an honest plain 
down-right, that would speak home without halting, and 
tell the truth of purpose to shame the Devil; so that his 
plainness mixt with a kind of facetiousness, and tartness 
with pleasantness made him very acceptable into the 
companies of all men.  —  A Pleasant History of the Life and 
Death of Will Summers (1676)

In short, the King liked him so well, that he did few Things 
without Archy's Advice, in so much, that he could have 
scarce had greater Power had he been made Regent of the 
Kingdom. —  The Ass Race (1740)

Of at least equal importance with his entertainer's cap was the jester's function as adviser and critic. This is 
what distinguishes him from a pure entertainer who would juggle batons, swallow swords, or strum on a lute or 
a clown who would play the fool simply to amuse people. The jester everywhere employed the same techniques 
to carry out this delicate role, and it would take an obtuse king or emperor not to realize what he was driving 
at, since "other court functionaries cooked up the king's facts for him before delivery; the jester delivered them 
raw." An informal survey of the man in the street has shown that most people will pinpoint the jester's right to 
speak his mind as one of his salient characteristics. I have encountered only one person who considers this to 
have been more myth than reality:

There are many stories which show a jester as the only person who could counsel a stubborn king, and 
as such the myth of the court jester suggests that jesters could act as a check on the whimsical power of 
absolute monarchy. . . . I have been engaged in producing and reproducing a common myth of jesters. 
Even though the jesters dance right next to the power of the king, the text has been depoliticized in that it 
has effaced the history of the fool, and elaborated on images conjured up by Erasmus, then Shakespeare, 
in the task of making jesting reasonable and responsible, and thus political in modern times. . . . The 
respected, responsible, official jesters only functioned in small historical windows of possibility, for 
example: fourteenth and fifteenth century Italy and around the turn of the seventeenth century in England.

Even if the jester's famous veracity were only a myth, it would have been established long before Erasmus. And 
we have seen the impressive extent to which jesters everywhere were allowed and encouraged to offer counsel 
and to influence the whims and policies of kings, by no means being limited to "small historical windows of 
possibility." We have seen numerous examples of a jester advising or correcting his monarch and the recorded 
instances are particularly abundant in China. The Chinese records give us an idea of just how effective a jester 
could be in tempering the ruler's excesses, for the occasions when his words of warning were either ignored or 
punished are heavily outnumbered by those when he was heeded and even rewarded.

It is in the nature of jesters to speak their minds when the mood takes them, regardless of the consequences. They 
are neither calculating nor circumspect, and this may account for the "foolishness" often ascribed to them. Jesters 
are also generally of inferior social and political status and are rarely in a position (and rarely inclined) to pose a 
power threat. They have little to gain by caution and little to lose by candor—apart from liberty, livelihood, and 
occasionally even life, which hardly seems to have been a deterrent. They are peripheral to the game of politics, 

Psalter of Henry VIII at the British Library, at the beginning 
of Psalm 52. This shows King Henry himself, styled as King 
David, and his fool, Will Sommers, as Nabal
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and this can reassure a king that their words are unlikely to be geared to their own advancement. Jesters are not 
noted for flattery or fawning. The ruler can be isolated from his courtiers and ministers, who might conspire 
against him. The jester too can be an isolated and peripheral figure somehow detached from the intrigues of the 
court, and this enables him to act as a kind of confidant.

The jester also had humor at his disposal. He could soften the blow of a critical comment in a way that prevented 
a dignified personage from losing face. Humor is the great defuser of tense situations. Among the Murngin tribe 
of Australia it is the duty of the clown to act outrageously, ludicrously imitating a fight if men begin to quarrel. 
In making them laugh at him, he distracts their attention from their own fight and dispels their aggression. 
Quintilian (ca. 35-100) comments on the power of jesters' humor to carry the day:

    Now, though laughter may be regarded as a trivial matter, and an emotion frequently awakened by 
buffoons, actors or fools, it has a certain imperious force of its own which it is very hard to resist. . . . 
It frequently turns the scale in matters of great importance. [Cum videatur autem res levis et quae ab 
scurris, mimis, insipientibus denique saepe moveatur, tamen habet vim nescio an imperiosissimam et cui 
repugnari minime potest. . . . Rerum autem saepe . . . maximarum momenta vertit.]

The foolishness of the jester, whether in his odd appearance or his levity, implies that he is not passing judgment 
from on high, and this may be less galling than the "holier than thou" corrective of an earnest adviser. One of 
the most effective techniques the jester uses to point out his master's folly is allowing him to see it for himself. 
Rather than contradicting the king, the jester will agree with a harebrained scheme so wholeheartedly that the 
suggestion is taken to a logical extreme, highlighting its stupidity. The king can then decide for himself that 
maybe it wasn't such a good idea after all.

The jester is in a sense on the side of the ruler. The relationship was often very close and amiable, and the jester 
was almost invariably a cherished rather than a tolerated presence. This leads to the kindliness of jesters: they 
could be biting in their attacks, but there is usually an undercurrent of good-heartedness and understanding 
to their words. If they talk the king out of slicing up some innocent, it is not only to save him from the king's 
wrath but also to save the king from himself—they can be the only ones who will tell him he suffers from moral 
halitosis.

The jester is also perceived as being on the side of the people, the little man fighting oppression by the powerful. 
By fooling wisely ("en folastrant sagement"), the jester often won favor among the people ("gaigna de grace 
parmy le peuple"). In the folk perception of southern India a king was hardly considered a king without his 
jester, and the continuing appeal of the court jester in India, in stories and comic books, is perhaps equaled only 
in Europe. He may have disappeared from the courts and corridors of power, but he still has a powerful hold on 
the collective imagination. Yet he is no rebel or revolutionary. His detached stance allows him to take the side of 
the victim in order to curb the excesses of the system without ever trying to overthrow it—his purpose is not to 
replace one system with another, but to free us from the fetters of all systems:

Under the dissolvent influence of his personality the iron network of physical, social and moral law, which 
enmeshes us from the cradle to the grave, seems—for the moment—negligible as a web of gossamer. The 
Fool does not lead a revolt against the Law, he lures us into a region of the spirit where, as Lamb would 
put it, the writ does not run.

In Europe and India the most eminent jesters were household names, as top-class comedians are today, and 
stories about their jokes and tricks circulated freely, as they still do in India—there is even a kind of lentil soup 
named after Birbal. The star jesters of China may also have enjoyed this celebrity status, as Ban Gu's biography 
of Dongfang Shuo suggests:

Shuo's jokes and sallies, his divinations and guesses, shallow and inconsequential though they are, were 
passed around among the ordinary run of people, and there was no stripling or cowherd who failed to be 
quite dazzled by them.

    Copyright notice: Excerpted from pages 1-6 and 233-247 of Fools Are Everywhere: The Court Jester Around the World by Beatrice K. Otto, 
published by the University of Chicago Press. ©2001 by The University of Chicago. All rights reserved. This text may be used and shared 
in accordance with the fair-use provisions of U.S. copyright law, and it may be archived and redistributed in electronic form, provided 
that this entire notice, including copyright information, is carried and provided that the University of Chicago Press is notified and no fee 
is charged for access. Archiving, redistribution, or republication of this text on other terms, in any medium, requires the consent of the 
University of Chicago Press.
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The Historical Fool in Shakespeare’s King Lear
by Lady Eleanor Cleavely

T hroughout history, the fool has served as both a historical and a literary device.  Kings 
and Queens have used the fool as a truth-teller, a calm voice amid the chaos of the 
royal court.  Authors and playwrights have used the fool to deliver the moral of the 

story or as a foil to the main character that helps the action along.  This thesis is an in-depth 
look into the role of the fool in history and how Shakespeare employs the fool as a literary 
device.

 
“A jester’s chief employment is to kill himself for your enjoyment!
And a jester unemployed is nobody’s fool!”
– Danny Kaye (“The Court Jester”, 1956)
 
The fool is one of the more interesting characters on a royal court.  The fool is responsible for the entertainment 

of the court, especially the reigning monarchs.  In history and in literature, the fool is the truth-teller – the one 
person to whom the King can expect honest and frank comment on the world around him.  Throughout history, 
there have been many famous fools.  However, the study of the fool as a vital part of the court is recent.  In 
literature, however, the fool is quite prevalent, especially in William Shakespeare’s plays.  This paper will discuss 
the Fool, as well as the historical fools and their impact on their monarchs and history.  In Shakespeare’s King 
Lear, the Fool serves a three-fold purpose: the Fool is the conscience of the King and his courtiers, the “Greek 
Chorus” that informs the audience of the goings-on in the play as well as some comic relief.

History of the Fool
The role of the fool in history and literature is a rich and vibrant one.  However before one can consider the 

role of the fool in history and literature, the term must be defined.  Webster’s dictionary defines a fool as “a 
member of a royal or noble household who provided entertainment, as with jokes or antics; a jester.”  A jester 
is “a fool or buffoon at medieval courts.”  There are many names for a fool.  Some are called jesters, others are 
known as jongleurs (a wandering minstrel, poet, or entertainer).  The primary purpose of a fool was to entertain 
the royal court and to comment on the world around him.  A fool need not be of noble birth to be a member of 
the court.  A fool could “emerge from a wide range of backgrounds: an erudite but nonconformist university 
dropout, a monk thrown out of a priory for nun frolics, a jongleur with exceptional verbal or physical dexterity, 
or the apprentice of a village blacksmith whose fooling impressed a passing nobleman” (Fools are Everywhere, 
2001, 2).  Queen Elizabeth I’s fool, Richard Tarlton, achieved his foolish court position in this way.  Enid Welsford 
describes the day when “…Tarlton was in the field keeping his father’s swine, when a servant of Robert, Earl of 
Leicester, passing this way…was so pleased with his happy/unhappy answers, that he brought him to court, 
where he became the most famous jester to Queen Elizabeth.”  (The Fool, His Social and Literary History, 1969, 282) 

 Beatrice Otto states that a good jester possessed “the ability to extemporize and trot out rhyming retorts 
or cringe-inspiring doggerel.  Poetic skill was a vital part of the jester’s ragbag of tricks at all times and in 
all places.”  (Otto, 2)  One of the most famous historical fools, Will Somers (sometimes spelled as Sommers or 
Summers), was jester to King Henry VIII and Mary I and was known as “the poor man’s friend.”  There is a story 
of how Will Somers attracted the eye of King Henry VIII.  “While [Cardinal Wolsey] walking around Greenwich 
Palace discussing matters of State with King Henry, Will Sommers came up to Cardinal Wolseley and told him 
that people to whom he owed money were at the Palace gate.  Wolsey did not want to appear flustered by this 
in front of the King nor rebuff his company, hurriedly handed the jester £10 (the equivalent of £4000) from his 
belt and turned his attention back to the King.  Upon Will Sommers’ gleeful return, Wolsey pensively enquired if 
the tax collectors were satisfied.  Sommers then told Wolsey how he had taken his money to the poor, the people 
whom Wolsey truly owned money to, which usually congregated at the Palace gates in the hope to see the King 
and gave them his money.”  (www.wikipedia.org, 08/12/06)  Somers was so well loved by the people that when 
“[he] fell asleep against a post and an old woman, fearing he might fall and injure himself, not only placed a 
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cushion behind him, but actually tied him to the post…”  (A Social History of the Fool, 1984, 33).  Somers had 
a reputation of spurring Henry VIII to acts of kindness towards his people and often made remarks jesting at 
the king’s litany of wives.  Billington goes on to say that, “Somers’ reputation earned him a place in plays…his 
talents were the standard of a professional fool…”  However, no matter how good or well respected a fool was, 
he was still the property of his lord.  Billington states, “…despite Somers’ intelligence and the respect Henry 
showed for him, Somers’ life was bounded by the court: amusing the King and eating and sleeping with the 
spaniels” (35). 

 The expectation of the Fool was to remark on his surroundings to entertain the nobles.  There is a story of a 
king who glimpsed himself in the mirror one day and found that he had grown old.  The king began to weep 
pitifully, and the court along with him (for the court always did what the king did) – even the jester.  When the 
king had stopped crying, as did the court, he noticed that the jester still cried.  The king asked, “Fool, why do 
you cry still?”  The fool replied, “Sire, you looked at yourself but a moment and you cried.  I have to look at you 
all the time.” Only a royal fool could state such things and escape unscathed!

 How would one recognize a fool?  The fool is usually dressed in a coat that was “an elaborate work of red 
and white sarsenet, lined with buckram.  The four hanging points of his coat were each hung with twelve bells, 
nine dozen bells hung from the Fool’s arms and legs…”  (Billington, 39)  There is the stereotypical fool dressed 
in multi-colored motley fabric, a diamond-shaped pattern using the brilliant colors of blue, yellow, red, and 

orange.  Medieval re-enactors use the motley to symbolize their jesters, fools, and storytellers and base their 
studies on the fools of Medieval and Renaissance Europe. 

 The Fool of Shakespeare’s King Lear
 The Fool in Shakespeare’s King Lear may seem like the usual court fool of history.  However, Enid Welsford 

describes him as, “…the sage-fool who sees the truth, and his role has even more intellectual than emotional 
significance.” (Welsford, 256)  This Fool does not merely entertain the King and his Court. He speaks to Lear as 
an equal.  He criticizes Lear’s poor judgment of his daughter, Cordelia.  His role is to act as Lear’s conscience 
as the King goes mad and becomes the fool.  In regards to the fool and his role in King Lear, Rev. H. N. Hudson 
states, “[i]t seems hardly possible that Lear’s character should be properly developed without him: indeed he 
serves as a common gauge and exponent of all the characters about him, --  the mirror in which their finest and 
deepest lineaments are reflected.”  (SC, Hudson, 128)  Instead of using his position to ridicule Lear and his court, 
the Fool soothes the mad King and helps him to realize the folly of his decision.  Hermann Ulrici states that “In 
no other piece has Shakespeare placed the comic in such close and immediate neighbourhood [sic] with the 
tragic as in this, and with no one has the bold attempt been more successful as with Shakespeare.”  (SC, Ulrici, 
114)

 In the play, Lear has asked his three daughters – Reagan, Goneril, and Cordelia – how much they love 
him.  Lear says, 

King Lear and the Fool in the Storm by William Dyce



The Yeoman, •• April 2017 19 Volume 31:  Issue 4

 “Tell me, my daughters,-- 
Since now we will divest us both of rule,  
Interest of territory, cares of state,-- 
Which of you shall we say doth love us most? 
That we our largest bounty may extend 
Where nature doth with merit challenge. (I.i.47-52)

 Reagan and Goneril profess unending love for their father in the hopes of inheriting a larger portion of the 
Kingdom than the other sister inherits.  When Cordelia refuses to give her father her entire love, Lear banishes 
her, marrying her to the King of France and disinheriting her. 

 In Act I, Scene 5, the Fool speaks to the King, intimating the mistake he may have made with Cordelia:

FOOL:
She will taste as like this as a crab does to a crab.  Thou canst tell why 
one’s nose stands i’the middle on’s face?

KING LEAR :
No.

FOOL: 
Why, to keep one’s eyes of either side’s nose; that what a man cannot 
smell out, he may spy into.

KING LEAR 
I did her wrong—(I.v.13-23)

 
The Fool is telling Lear what a fool he has become by banishing the one daughter who truly loves him.  This 

is the primary function of the Fool in the play.  He is Lear’s conscience – his heart.  Hudson says, “His being 
heralded by the announcement of his pining away at the banishment of Cordelia sends a consecration before 
him: that his spirit feeds on her presence hallows everything about him.”  (SC, Hudson, 128). 

 It is worth noting that the Fool and Cordelia are never in the same room.  They also suffer the same fate 
of execution at the hands of Lear.  Some critics believe that the Fool and Cordelia are the same person.  It is 
quite possible that the Fool and Cordelia are the same person -- they both have the best interests of the King at 
heart and both love him dearly as King and father.  However, Shakespeare leaves us no clues within the text 
as to whether or not this is true.  Catherine Dominic, editor of “Shakespeare for Students” (1997), states, “the 
Fool’s apparent devotion to Cordelia has also been frequently noted.  Commentators have pointed out that he 
disappears from the play before she reappears, and there is speculation at the complimentary roles they play in 
curing the King’s madness.”  (Dominic et al, 120)

The Fool as a Greek chorus
The Fool also serves as the Greek chorus for the play.  That is, he acts as a sort of social commentator on the 

goings-on in the play.  Welsford sees the Fool as “an all-licensed critic who sees and speaks the real truth about 
the people around him.”  (Welsford, 256).  His commentary gives the audience insight into the madness of 
the King and the motivations of Kent, Gloucester, Goneril, and Reagan.  Dominic notes, “In the judgment of 
many modern commentators, the Fool in King Lear is a ‘wiser fool,’ a commentator on dramatic events who 
is impartial yet sympathetic to his master’s suffering.”  (Dominic, 120)  However, it is possible that the Fool’s 
constant reiteration of the daughters’ fates serve to accelerate the King’s madness.  In this dual role of friend and 
commentator, he gives the audience a glimpse into why the King is going mad.  He is a compassionate chorus, 
one who cares about the King and what will happen to him because of his shallow, egotistical decisions. Welsford 
says, “Shakespeare makes the fullest possible use of the accepted convention that it is the Fool who speaks the 
truth, which he knows not by ratiocination, but by inspired intuition. The mere appearance of the familiar figure 
in cap and bells would at once indicate to the audience where the ‘punctum indifferens,’ the impartial critic, the 

Historiated capital of a jester from a 
breviary, 14-15th century on vellum. 
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mouthpiece of real sanity, was to be found.”  (Welsford, 269)

The Fool as Comic Relief
As a comic relief device, the Lear’s Fool performs his office well.  According to Cliff Davidson in his introduction 

to Fools and Folly, “Shakespeare’s fools – e.g., the Fool in King Lear – will serve to amuse and yet teach, often 
however through irony, as when Lear’s companion advises, ‘Let go thy hold when a great wheel runs downhill, 
lest it break thy neck with following; but the great one that foes upward, let him draw thee after.’” (Davidson, 
4) The Fool is poking fun at Lear’s need to have control over every aspect of his daughters’ lives, including the 
amount of love they have for him. William Willeford says, “The Fool is, in short, a silly or idiotic or mad person…
the ‘natural’ fool and the ‘artificial’ fool, the latter being the person who ‘professionally counterfeits folly,’ either 
could serve as a jester or clown.”  (Willeford, 10) Lear’s Fool is a natural fool; that is, he uses humor to point out 
Lear’s folly. 

Conclusion
 Throughout history, the fool has played the role of truth-teller and entertainer to the Crown.  From Will 

Somers to Richard Tarlton, the royal fool has spoken the truth to the great monarchs of the English royal family. 
This is most evident in Shakespeare’s King Lear.  The Fool’s compassion for the maddened Lear helps the sickly 
monarch to realize the error of his ways while showing the audience the pitfalls of choosing to suit one’s ego. 
The Fool serves as the chorus, explaining the actions of royalty to the simple audience below.  He also serves to 
allow Lear to gain a saner view of his life and allow him to make some sort of amends, at least in his heart, to his 
daughter before her execution.  Within this single character, Shakespeare shows us the true soul of Lear. 
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Beinecke Library, Visconti Tarot

Past Knowledge
Tips  from books of yore

How to Be a Powerful Woman, c 1404

from the collections of  http://askthepast.blogspot.com by Elizabeth Archibald

     “The better and more virtuous a lady is, the greater the war Envy 
very often makes against her... Therefore, the wise princess, and simi-
larly all those who wish to act prudently, will be aware of this problem 
and provide themselves with a remedy... If Fortune should wish to assail 
her in any place (as it has done and does to many good people) and she 
finds out that some powerful person or persons do not wish her well, 
dislike her, and would harm her if they could... or by their false reports 
would portray her badly to barons, subjects or people, she will not make 
any sign that she notices it nor that she considers them her enemies... 
She should not talk carelessly... with a heart that is large and full, a lady 
cannot always keep quiet about what displeases her, but if she let slip a 
wrong word she might ruin her whole project… in such a situation the 
lady inevitably gains more in the long run by maintaining so long-suffer-
ing a manner than by being vengeful. There is no doubt that this teach-
ing is suitable for princesses and ladies but also generally for all women.” 

    Christine de Pizan, The Treasure of the City of Ladies

     "To make an hearb to growe which shall have many savours and 
tastes. And to doo this: firste take one seede of the Lettice, one seede 
of Endive, one of Smallage, one of the Bassill, one of the Leeke, & of 
the parslie, al these put togither in a hole in such sort, that one seede 
may touch an other: but this remember that you plant these together 
in the dung of an Horsse or an Oxe without any earthe at all with 
them. And then after of these seedes shall growe up one proper hear-
be, which will have so many savours and tastes, as there were seedes 
sowne together." 

A Briefe and Pleasaunt Treatise, Intituled: Naturall and Artificiall 
Conclusions (1586)

How to Grow an All-Purpose Herb, 1586
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Barony of the Bright Hills 
Practices and Meetings Site Directions

Heavy & Light Weapons Fighter Practices and  
A&S classes are held most Friday nights from 

7:30 PM-10 PM
Business Meetings are held from 7 PM-8 PM the last 
Friday of the month (Please See Calendar) 
Location: Christ the King Episcopal Church, 1930 
Brookdale Rd., Baltimore, MD 21244
Although we use these facilities, the SCA is not endorsed by 
the Church.
Directions: Exit the Baltimore Beltway (I-695) at Exit 17 
(Security Blvd Exit). Take the exit west toward Rolling 
Road, not the exit east toward Woodlawn. Travel west 
along Security Boulevard about one-half mile, through 
traffic-lights at Belmont Avenue, Lord Baltimore Drive, 
and Rolling Road. Continue west for another block, 
until you reach Brookdale Road. The Episcopal Church 
of Christ the King is on your left. Make a left turn onto 
Brookdale, and then turn right into the Church parking 
lot.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
If Baltimore County Schools announce they are closed 
or closing early, there will be no practice that night. You 
can usually hear the school closing lists on virtually any 
local radio station broadcast throughout the morning.

Sunday Afternoon Archery Practice
Lord Dagfinnr Jarnauga, 443-857-5178
Every Sunday 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm (See Calendar)
Location: Baltimore Bowmen Site
Go to www.baltimorebowmen.com for directions. If 
the gate is closed, check to make sure it is not locked. 
If it is not locked, open it and drive down the hill to 
the butts. If the gate is locked, park your car and walk 
down the hill to the butts. NOTE: PRACTICE WILL 
NOT BE HELD WHEN THERE ARE WEEKEND-
LONG EVENTS AND WHEN THERE ARE EVENTS 
AT THE BOWMEN SITE.

Guild Gatherings
Bardic Circle/PAGE 
(Sundays 4-8pm; Contact Lady Nina for exact dates or 
check calendar)
6414 Loch Raven Blvd. Baltimore MD 21239
ninadances@gmail.com

Woodworkers’ Guild (Check Calendar)
Lord Luke of Bright Hills’ house. 1020 Register Avenue, 
Towson, MD 21239, (410) 377-6828. 
Directions: Take Baltimore Beltway 695 toward 
Towson. We live near the northern apex of the beltway. 
Take exit 29 from 695. Take Lock Raven Blvd. south, 
past Taylor Ave. intersection, go through two lights 
after Taylor, look for quick right onto Regester Avenue 
just over peak of a hill. (If you miss Regester Ave. 
don’t despair: at next light make a right onto Loch Hill 
Rd., then left at stop sign onto Regester Ave. If you’ve 
gone too far on Loch Raven, you will reach Northern 
Parkway – a huge intersection.) Our house is at 1020 
Regester – white house with porch on right with SCA-
type banner hanging from a signpost on front lawn 
- large driveway. Park on the south side of Regester 
Avenue if there is no room in driveway.

Brewer’s Guild
Lady Livia di Samuele, 7927 Mandan Road Apt 104 
Greenbelt, MD 20770; 301-807-5476 
Abramsonsm@yahoo.com
Contact with questions or to request special brewing 
days.

Clothier’s Guild
Lady Faye de Trees, 1402 Hillside Dr., Bel Air, MD 
21015; 352-281-8216, feataure@gmail.com.
The clothiers currently do one class per month on a 
specific project at Friday night fighter practice followed 
by a sewing session on Sunday afternoon to finish the 
projects. The location of the Sunday sessions varies. 
(Check calendar)
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Textile Arts Guild
Mistress Brienna Llewellyn Lindsey, 3009 Ebbtide Dr., 
Edgewood, MD 21040, 410.598.3422, ladybrienna@
gmail.com.
TAG meets the first Sunday of every month. Check 
calendar for location and times 

Armorers’ Guild
Baron Heinrich, 3114 Littlestown Pike, Westminster, 
MD 21158; 443-789-8109, lands_heinie@yahoo.com 
Weekends by appointment. 

Electronic Connection
Bright Hills Website

The Baronial website, http://brighthills.atlantia.sca.org/ contains a listing of current officers, regularly scheduled meetings, events and 
other items of interest. If you have an item for the website, please send it to the Webminister,

THL Janyn Fletcher of Lancastreschire at janynfletcher@comcast.net

Bright Hills FaceBook Page
The new baronial Facebook page is located at https://www.facebook.com/groups/brighthills/.  Further information can be obtained 

from the administrators Lady Reyne Telarius at robynbecker@comcast.net, THL Janyn Fletcher of Lancastreshire at janynfletcher@comcast.
net or Lady Aemilia Rosa at aemiliarosa@comcast.net

The Yeoman On-Line
http://brighthills.atlantia.sca.org/yeoman/yeoman.html

Cook’s Guild
Baroness Wynne ferch Rhodri ap Hwyell,
 jay_wynne@hotmail.com
Meets second Sunday of the month. Check calendar for 
location and time. 

Gold Key
To Access Gold Key garb, Contact Lady Wanda 
Ostojowna, wlkinnie@comcast.net
Bright Hills Email List

To subscribe to the Bright Hills mailing list, please go to: http://
www.yahoogroups.com/subscribe/brighthills

Everyone is encouraged to contribute to  
The Yeoman!

Please, remember that all submissions for The Yeoman should be accompanied 
by an SCA release form. Below are the links to the necessary forms.

Society Chronicler forms: http://www.sca.org/docs/library.html#release forms
Release form for writing or artwork: http://www.sca.org/docs/pdf/ReleaseCreativeFillable.pdf
Release form for photographs: http://www.sca.org/docs/pdf/ReleasePhotographerFillable.pdf

Release form for models (the subject of your artwork or photograph): 
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Officers and Deputies of the Barony of Bright Hills
Please try not to call after 9 PM

Baron & Baroness
Kollack & Rebecca von Zweckel 

Kenneth & Becky Kepple
443.254.1206

baron@brighthills.atlantia.sca.org or baroness@brighthills.atlantia.sca.org

Seneschal
Lady Ailis
Erin O’Brien Scimeca
443-857-2849 
ailisingheanuibhriain@gmail.com

Deputy Seneschal Webminister
THL Janyn Fletcher of Lancastreschire
Jay Nardone
443-508-4456
janynfletcher@comcast.net

Baronial Clerk Signet  &  
Deputy Webminister

Lady Aemilia Rosa
Amy Nardone
443-508-4456
aemiliarosa@comcast.net

Herald
Lord Richard Wyn
Richard Muti
443-615-1025
RickWyn@comcast.net

Deputy Herald
Lady Deirdre O’Bardon
Debbie Eccles
410-356-0028
deirdre_obardon@yahoo.com

Exchequer
Lady Clara
Michelle England
443-799-1913
kuscheltier13@yahoo.com

Deputy Exchequer
Wanda Ostojowna
Wanda Kinnie
443-398-5100,
wandaostojowna@comcast.net

Deputy Exchequer
Cairell mac Cormaic
Howard Carl Jacobson
443-416-8356,
cairellmaccormaic@yahoo.com

Steward/Deputy Exchequer
Master Chirhart Blackstar
Truman Barnes
410-239-8794
chirhart_1@yahoo.com

Chatelaine
Lady Rebekkah Samuel
Victoria Wank
443-846-2001
vwank35@comcast.net 

Deputy Chatelaine
Baroness Barbara Giumaria 
diRoberto
Barbara Kriner
443-244-0432
bjokriner@yahoo.com

Deputy Chatelaine
Wrad of Ce
Wade Whitlock
410-272-8407
wadewhitlock@hotmail.com

Youth Minister
Katarzyna Witkowska
Katherine Hawkins
443-813-1436
k_hawk_us@yahoo.com

Deputy Youth Minister
Bridget of Bright Hills
Wilda Hawkins

Chronicler
THL Sindara Lind Rachael Fessel of 
the Falconshield
Sharon R. Saroff
410-961-2739
Sindara@pobox.com

Chronicler
Lady Scholastica Joycors
MyLinda Butterworth
443-817-2129
totallystories@gmail.com

Minister of Lists
Lord Alexander Fowler
Hunter Fowler
410.313.8626
hunterfsca@yahoo.com
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Deputy Minister of Lists
Lady Livia di Samuele
Sherrill M. Abramson
301-807-5476
Abramsonsm@yahoo.com

Knights Marshall
Lord Randver Askmadr
Randy Feltman
410-877-1735
randver_askmadr@verizon.net

Deputy Heavy Marshal
Baron Heinrich Kreiner
Robert Stephen Kriner
lands_heinie@yahoo.com
443-789-8109

Rapier Deputy Marshal
Lord Stephen Bridewell
Stephen Cavano
410.235.3590
stephenbridewell@yahoo.com

Archery Deputy Marshal
Lord Dagfinnr Jarnauga
Fred Scimeca
443-857-5178
fortshmex1180@yahoo.com

Thrown Weapons  
Deputy Marshal

Beatrice Shirwod
Annelise Bauer
843-312-5971
spindlebird@gmail.com

Minister of Arts & Sciences
Alexander de Burdegala
Larry Jones
Appolodelsol@gmail.com

Deputy: Minister of  
Arts & Sciences

Lady Faye de Trees
Angela Yau
410-939-2299 or 352-281-8216,
feataure@gmail.com

Deputy Minister of  
Arts & Sciences

Lady Reyne Telarius
Robyn Becker
443-995-0461
reynetelarius@comcast.net

Current Baronial Champions:
Archery: Lord Janyn Fletcher of Lancastreschire
Arts and Sciences: Lady Freydis sjona
Bardic: Lord Faolan Mac Raghnaill
Baronial Warlord: Lord Randvar Askmodr
Brewer: Barun Gustav Emile der Dunkele Rotvogel

Equestrian: Mor Inghean Ui Dochartaigh
Heavy Weapons: Lord Raphael
Rapier: Milord Conrad Muni
Children’s Archery- M’Lord Pietre Witkowski


